
Prepare
What kind of animals live in the forest?  

 Mice, foxes, snakes, badgers, squirrels.

Where do they make their homes?  

 Many are underground, some are up in  

trees, some live on the ground and make  

homes in undergrowth.

What do all animal homes have in common?  

They all need to be warm, dry and safe.

You could explore the forest looking for animal homes 

and discussing how and where they have been made.

Plan and make
Which animal is the shelter going to be for? 

What are you going to do to make it warm, dry and safe?

How are you going to make it?

l    sticks leant up against a tree?

l  a pile of logs covered with fallen leaves?

l  sticks and leaves placed in the fork between two branches?

Which shelter would be best at keeping an animal 

warm, dry and safe, and why?

Try more specific design criteria:

l  Give the children a cuddly toy which has to be able 

to live in the shelter;

l  Using the small shelter as a prototype, re-make it 

much larger, so that it is big enough for the children 

to get into (you can test it for ‘waterproof-ness’ by 

throwing water over it at the end).

Evaluate  
and Improve
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This is just a taster,   
the full Early Years 
Teachers Pack is free  
to download from… 

design&
make a
shelter

Cross-curricular linksYear 1: Science 
• Everyday materials–  identify and name a 

variety of everyday materials.

Product 5Design criteria: design and make a 

bridge that is tall enough tall enough for 

a cuddly toy to walk underneath, wide 

enough for it to lie down under, and 

strong enough for it to balance on top PrepareWhat are bridges for? Why might there be a bridge  
in the forest?   To cross a stream or valley.

What are bridges made of?  
 Metal, wood, stone.Why are they made from  

different materials?    It depends on where they 
are and what their purpose 
is e.g. carrying cars or 
people.

Why is wood a good material for 

a bridge in the forest?  
    Cheaper and easier to work 

with than concrete or metal; 
easy to join; easy to cut; 
more appropriate to the 
surroundings; more flexible 
and can bend under weight 
without snapping.

Plan and makeHow are you going to make it?
 l  two tree stumps or logs, 

with sticks laid across  
their tops? l  forked sticks pushed into 

the ground with other 
sticks placed in the two 
forks to make the top of 
the bridge? l  three sticks lashed together with string to 

make a tripod at each 
end, with other sticks laid 
across the top between 
the two tripods? 

Evaluate and ImproveWhich design allows your toy 
to walk and lie down under the 

bridge, and balance on top of it?
Would your bridge be suitable 
for a bigger animal?Try more specific design criteria:

 l  Bridge must be freestanding i.e. not joined 
to a tree or tree stump;

 l   Bridge may not use sticks 
any thicker than a pencil;

 l   Your toy must be able to 
balance on top for at least 
ten seconds;  l  Using the small bridge as 

a prototype, re-make it 
much larger, so that it is 
big enough for a child to 
crawl under and strong 
enough for them to sit  
on top.

Forestry Commission Early Years Teacher’s Pack Programme 2

for teachers 

You will need a cuddly toy for each group.

TOP TIP
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Early YearsTeacher’s Pack

A curriculum-linked  
pack provided by the  

Forestry Commission 
for Early Years and 

Key Stage 1


