
	EYFS Medium Term Planning    Enhancing & Extending Spaces for Play        

	Term:    Spring 4 2014
	PLC: What’s In Your Garden? Which marvellous minibeasts can you talk about?


	Prime Area: Personal Social and Emotional Development

	Learning & Development Focus/Objective:

	Aspect
	Making Relationships (MR)

	Self Confidence and Self-awareness (SCSA)

	Managing Feelings and Behaviour (MFB)


	30-50 months:


	a) Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas, e.g. building up a role-play activity with other children.
b) Initiates play, offering cues to peers to join them.
c) Keeps play going by responding to what others are saying or doing.
d) Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good relationships with peers and familiar adults.

	a) Can select and use activities and resources with help.

b) Welcomes and values praise for what they have done.

c) Enjoys responsibility of carrying out small tasks.

d) Is more outgoing towards unfamiliar people and more confident in new social situations.

e) Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate freely about own home and community.
f) Shows confidence in asking adults for help.
	a) Aware of own feelings, and knows that some actions and words can hurt others’ feelings.
b) Begins to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, sometimes with support from others.
c) Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met, and understands wishes may not always be met.
d) Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine.

	40-60+ months:


	a) Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others say.
b)  Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks appropriate questions of others.
c) Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g. finding a compromise.
	a) Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests and opinions.

b) Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities.


	a) Understands that own actions affect other people, for example, becomes upset or tries to comfort another child when they realise they have upset them.

b) Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the setting.

c) Beginning to be able to negotiate and solve problems without aggression, e.g. when someone has taken their toy.

	Early Learning Goal


	Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with adults and other children.


	Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they like some activities more than others. They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.


	Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take changes of routine in their stride.

	Resources/ Links:

	SEAL/RE SoW
· See separate planning sheet: SEAL – Getting On and Falling Out



	Week Beg/ Learning Challenge
	Possible experiences, opportunities, activities inside and outside
	Resources
	Evaluation & Next Steps

	24.2.2014
Which minibeasts can we find in our school garden?
	· Introduce the PLC by taking the children on a ‘Minibeast walk’. WALT: Develop an awareness of which minibeasts can be found in the school environment. AIA: Divide the walk into distinct stages which focus on a different type of habitat e.g. grassy area, hedgerow, stone pile, rotting logs and old wall. At each place stop and encourage chn to look for minibeasts, using the magnifiers to help them see tiny detail. Talk about searching at different levels, looking behind and under objects. Explain that many minibeasts prefer dark, damp environments and are camouflage. Encourage chn to lift bark away from old logs and to explore beneath leaves as well as on their surfaces. Discourage touching or collecting the minibeasts and explain that small animals can be easily damaged by handling and some, especially woodlice will quickly die if they are removed from their damp habitats. Ask chn from each group to record the findings using photographs which can later be uploaded for the children to label and add captions to. Key vocab: Insect, worm, slug, snail, woodlouse, spider, wings, leg, minibeast, habitat. (MR40-60a, b; ELGii, iii; SCSA40-60a; ELGi, ii, iii; MFB40-60b; ELGii links with HSc40-60f; ELGi)
· Talk with the children about minibeasts discussing what they are, where they live and focus upon the fact that they are living creatures. Encourage children to think about how they can respect minibeasts such as not harming them or destroying the places in which they are found. During discussions relate this to the children, thinking about how they feel when they are hurt and how they feel when things that belong to them are damaged. Ask the chn to imagine they are tiny minibeasts. What sort of things might frighten them? Talk about the importance of behaving as ‘gentle giants’ when working with such small animals. (MR40-60a, b; ELGii, iii; SCSA40-60a; ELGi, ii, iii links with LA40-60a; ELGii, iii)
	Maginifiers, digital camera, minibeast spotting sheet.
	

	3.3.2014

How do minibeasts move?
	· Introduce the idea of creeping and crawling as examples of slow movements. Is it better to move quickly? Explain that sometimes when we are in a hurry we forget things or make mistakes. Talk about and demonstrate times when we need to hurry. (MR40-60a, b; ELGii, iii; SCSA40-60a; ELGi, ii, iii; MFB40-60b; ELGii links with HSc40-60f; ELGi; LA40-60a; ELGii, iii)
· Re-tell Aesop’s story of The Hare and the Tortoise but change the central characters to a snail and a centipede; where the centipede has so many legs that it is unable to run very quickly and the slow, steady pace of the snail wins the day. (MR40-60a, b; ELGii, iii; SCSA40-60a; ELGi, ii, iii; MFB40-60b; ELGii links with HSc40-60f; ELGi)
· Play a simple circle-time game to remind the children to care about minibeasts: Invite the children to sit in a circle. Cup your hands over the minibeast toy and tell the children that you have something very small and delicate in your hands. Reveal the toy and ask the children to imagine that it is a real minibeast and as it is so small, they have to be very careful and thoughtful when handling it. In turn, pass the toy around the circle, encouraging the children to be very slow and careful when passing it to each other. When the toy comes back to you, cup your hands again to keep it safe. Encourage the children to talk about how it might feel to be so small. Liken it to their own families where they are the youngest and are looked after by parents or older siblings, or they might have a newborn baby in the family, which needs care and attention. Stress the importance of looking after those smaller than ourselves. Finish the session by reading The Snail and the Whale. In the story, the snail character goes on a fantastic journey and is made to feel very small by the vastness of the world that he lives in. However, the snail becomes the hero when disaster strikes, which proves that size isn’t everything! (SCSA30-50d; 40-60a, b; ELGii; MR40-60a, b; ELGi, iii)
	Aesop’s story of The Hare and the Tortoise
Small minibeast toy; copy of The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler (Macmillan Books).
	

	10.3.2014

Do minibeasts make a noise?
	· Talk about the work done by bees as they fly from flower to flower collecting nectar to make honey. When do the chn work hard? What about the adults they know? What jobs can chn help with? (MFB ELGi; MR ELGiii)
· As the chn enjoy their snack of honey sandwiches (See UtW), explain how bees work together. Explain that they live in large groups and share the honey that they make. Discuss how by helping each other and working together the children can achieve things which they could not do alone. (MR ELGi; MFB40-60b; ELGii)
· Consider special things to keep in a ‘snail shell’: Look at a picture of a snail. Explain that a snail carries its home on its back – and whenever it wants to, it can retreat inside its shell to keep warm or to protect itself. Make the link between the snail’s home and the children’s homes, where they can stay warm and protected. Give each child a large piece of paper and some coloured pencils. Explain that they are going to pretend that, for just one day, they can carry their home on their backs, just like a snail. Invite the children to draw all the special things from home that they would like to carry and keep with them, in their shell. LA/MA: Provide suggestions of the types of things that the children could put inside the shell. HA: Ask the children to make a ‘shell home’ for a parent or sibling, and draw the things they think their chosen person would like to have in it. (SCSA30-50e; 40-60a; ELGi; MR30-50d; 40-60a; ELGiii)
	Ingredients for making honey sandwiches see UtW MTP
Pictures of snails; large sheets of paper; coloured pencils.
	

	17.3.2014

Which minibeasts flutter and fly?
	· Make caterpillars from strips of green fur fabric and butterflies from folded card. Hide these in the outdoor area and encourage the chn to enjoy role playing being nature detectives who discover the creatures. (MR30-50d; ELGii)
· Talk about how fragile butterflies are and the need to handle them as little as possible, but if necessary with extreme care. Hold a ‘careful handling challenge,’ pass a bell or bunch of keys around the group. Can they pass it without making a sound? (MFB ELGi; MR ELGiii; LA40-60a; ELGii, iii)
· 
	Strips of green fur fabric and butterflies from folded card.
	

	24.3.2014

Why do spiders weave and spin webs?
	· Exploring fears/phobias. Invite the children to talk about any insects and other creepy crawlies that they are afraid of. Encourage them to talk about their reasons. Dispel any misconceptions the children have about particular insects. Advise on the appropriate way to behave around insect that sting – such as bees and wasps – without creating undue alarm. Encourage the children to think about how big we appear to insects. With this in mind, who is more scared – us or the spider? Tell a story about a child who is afraid of minibeasts until a magical one reduces her to their size and she discovers a surprisingly friendly world. What would the chn like to do if they were minibeast size? What would they like to meet? (SCSA40-60a; ELGi, ii, iii; MFB ELGi; MR ELGiii links with ELGi; LA40-60a; ELGii, iii)
· Go on a web hunt in the outdoor area, ask chn to record their findings using photographs, chalk drawings of the webs observed or by creating web shaped patterns on grease proof paper using a mixture of PVA glue and glitter. Model how to carefully peel these away from the paper once dry. (MFB ELGi; MR ELGiii; LA40-60a; ELGii, iii)
	Chalk, Black card/paper pre cut into hexagonal shapes; PVA glue/glitter mix; greaseproof paper
	

	31.3.2014

Which minibeast will you come as to our Ugly Bug Ball?

	· Tell chn the fable of ‘The Grasshopper and the Ants’ (Aesop). Ensure chn understand how the grasshopper preferred to rest and play all summer, whilst the ants busied themselves collecting food for winter. When winter came the poor grasshopper was hungry. Ask the chn to think about whether or not the ants would have helped him and to discuss their ideas. (MR40-60a, b; ELGii, iii; SCSA40-60a; ELGi, ii, iii; MFB40-60b; ELGii links with HSc40-60f; ELGi; LA40-60a; ELGii, iii)
· Explain to the children they are going to hold a ‘Ugly Bug Ball’ to which families and friends can be invited. Explain that there will be lots to do to prepare for the event and everyone will need to help. What kind of jobs and preparation will we need to do? (MFB ELGi; MR ELGiii)
	Fable of ‘The Grasshopper and the Ants’ (Aesop)
	

	7.4.2014

EASTER

&

ASSESSMENT
	· Sad or happy: Read The Easter Story by Brian Wildsmith. Talk about how the donkey feels at different times during the story. Happy? Sad? Brave? Proud? Note the happiness felt at the end. Give chn a card circle each. Discuss happiness and sadness. What makes you happy? What makes you sad?  On one side of the circle ask chn to draw something that makes them happy and a happy face. On the other side they draw something that makes them sad and a sad face. (MR ELGiii; MFB ELGi)
· http://education.scholastic.co.uk/search/search?age_type=&log=t&now=query&search%5Bquery%5D=Easter&search%5Bsection_id%5D=21882 
	The Easter Story by Brian Wildsmith
	


