
	EYFS Medium Term Planning    Enhancing & Extending Spaces for Play        

	Term:    Spring 4 2014
	PLC: What’s In Your Garden? Which marvellous minibeasts can you talk about?


	Specific Area: Expressive Arts and Design

	Learning & Development Focus/Objective:

	Aspect
	Exploring and Using Media and Materials (EMM)
	Being imaginative (I)



	30-50 months:


	a) Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games.

b) Sings a few familiar songs.

c) Beginning to move rhythmically.

d) Imitates movement in response to music.

e) Taps out simple repeated rhythms.

f) Explores and learns how sounds can be changed.

g) Explores colour and how colours can be changed.

h) Understands that they can use lines to enclose a space, and then begin to use these shapes to represent objects.

i) Beginning to be interested in and describe the texture of things.

j) Uses various construction materials.

k) Beginning to construct, stacking blocks vertically and horizontally, making enclosures and creating spaces.

l) Joins construction pieces together to build and balance.

m) Realises tools can be used for a purpose.

	a) Developing preferences for forms of expression.

b) Uses movement to express feelings.

c) Creates movement in response to music.

d) Sings to self and makes up simple songs.

e) Makes up rhythms.

f) Notices what adults do, imitating what is observed and then doing it spontaneously when the adult is not there.

g) Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences.

h) Builds stories around toys, e.g. farm animals needing rescue from an armchair ‘cliff’.

i) Uses available resources to create props to support role-play.

j) Captures experiences and responses with a range of media, such as music, dance and paint and other materials or words.

	40-60+ months:


	a) Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances.

b) Explores the different sounds of instruments.

c) Explores what happens when they mix colours.

d) Experiments to create different textures.

e) Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects.

f) Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect.

g) Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources.

h) Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.

i) Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary.

j) Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using.

	a) Create simple representations of events, people and objects.

b) Initiates new combinations of movement and gesture in order to express and respond to feelings, ideas and experiences.

c) Chooses particular colours to use for a purpose.

d) Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play.

e) Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme.

f) Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative.

	Early Learning Goal


	Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.

	Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.

	Resources/ Links:

	· Role Play: Minibeast Investigation Lab and Tree Role Play area- see supporting photographs and EA&D MTP and MINIBEAST DISPLAY YPO PAGE 251
· Build up a repertoire of Minibeast action rhymes and songs, including old favourites such as, ‘There’s a Worm at the Bottom of the Garden’; ‘Here is the Beehive’ and ‘The Ants Go Marching. Make up a set of actions for the children to perform with each song, for example, some using fine motor skills and others using larger or whole body movements. Record the songs on to a cassette or CD and place it in the listening area for the children to choose and play with freely. Look out for any new action ideas to share with the group.

	

	Week Beg/ Learning Challenge
	Possible experiences, opportunities, activities inside and outside
	Resources
	Evaluation & Next Steps

	24.2.2014
Which minibeasts can we find in our school garden?
	· Activity Ideas YPO as part of CIA: Padded Butterflies/bugs YPO page 377/378; Junk modelling Minibeasts; Flower making.
· Make a minibeast tree and investigation lab role play area. See also example photos on laptop. WALT: Work collaboratively, using a variety of materials, tools and techniques in building an imaginative area. AIA: Make space in the classroom where you want the area to be. Make a backdrop by covering the partitioning boards in green paper/ materials. Cut out a tree trunk shape from stiff card which will reach from floor to ceiling for children to paint. Mount it in the corner between the two partitioning boards. Support the chn in cutting out leaf shapes from green paper and add these to the tree. Next make a leafy curtain/ alternatively use camouflage material to cover the den frame. Show a group of chn how to make crepe paper twists to resemble dangling branches of a weeping willow tree/ vines. Place a picnic rug and accessories on the floor inside the area. Let chn cut paint their own minibeasts and stick them to the leaves, trunk and dangling branches. Details such as fringed grass/ paper flowers will give further ideas for creatures to include. Add books, writing frames, magnifying glass, bug collecting boxes etc to further enhance the area. (BI30-50g, i, j; 40-60e, f; ELGii; EMM ELGii)
· Use natural materials to create an ideal home for a minibeast: Provide pairs of children with a tray or plastic tub and explain that you would like them to make an ideal home setting for a minibeast (or set of minibeasts). Talk about the types of things that certain minibeasts might like, for example, ladybirds and caterpillars will love lots of leaves, while beetles will prefer stones or wood to hide under. Explore your outdoor setting and encourage the children to carefully select natural materials to add to their minibeast home. Once complete, invite the children to draw their own minibeasts, then cut them out and add them to their setting, placing them in the areas where they think the minibeasts would feel most at home in. Take photographs of the finished pieces before returning the materials back where they were found. (EMM30-50j, k, l, m; 40-60c, d, e, g, h, i, j; ELGii)
· Use a variety of percussion instruments to produce sounds to which you can move like different minibeasts. E.g. Can you wriggle or slither to the sound of the tambourine? Can you flutter like a butterfly to the gentle triangle sounds? Can you scurry like a beetle to the sound of the maracas shaking? Can you leap like a grasshopper to the sound of a whistle? (BI30-50j; 40-60a; ELGii; EMM 40-60b; ELGii)
· Create woodland minibeasts using natural material. Explain to the children that they are going to make their own woodland minibeasts from the found natural materials. If you have your own outdoor area, then the activity can be carried out outdoors, and the children can collect the materials for themselves. Otherwise, collect the materials beforehand and present these to the children to touch, explore and use. Encourage the children to fashion the different parts of their minibeast using the selection of materials. Large stones are ideal for bodies, leaves make perfect wings, and different lengths of twigs can be used for legs and antennae. Once the children’s creations are complete, photograph them and display them around the setting. MA: Start the design for the children by creating the body shape, then let them add the extra details themselves. HA: Give the children more difficult minibeasts to make, such as a multi-legged centipede or a snail with a patterned shell. LA: Encourage the children to make simple minibeasts using play dough or Plasticine. (EMM30-50j, k, l, m; 40-60c, d, e, g, h, i, j; ELGii)
Music - FSp:
· Session 1: Pat-a-cake. WALT: To learn and remember a nursery rhyme using actions AIA: Learn the nursery rhyme ‘Pat-a-cake’ with hand actions. (EMM30-50d, e, f; 40-60b ELGi; BI30-50c, e, f; ELGii links with PD MH30-50a, d; 40-60a, c, d; ELGi; ii; PSED MR30-50a, c; ELGi)
	Resources for creating the themed role play area. See photos

Trays or plastic tubs; outdoor area; paper; pencils.
Variety of percussion instruments
Outdoor area or supervised visit to a park or woodland; digital camera. Alternatively, collect natural materials such as twigs, leaves, stones and bark and perform the activity indoors.
CD player; computer or DVD player; CD A: track 11 ‘Pat-a-cake’; track 12 Backing: ‘Pat-a-cake’; track 13 ‘Pat-a-cake’ (traditional); CD B:; Moving images: ‘Pat-a-cake’; activity sheet 2.1; plain A4 paper (one for each child)
	

	3.3.2014

How do minibeasts move?
	· Make model snails from pasta shells with cut out paper bodies. (EMM40-60c, d, e; ELGii; BI30-50j; ELGi, ii)
· Make a ‘real’ stick insect: AIA: Model folding three of the pipe cleaners in half and winding each pipe cleaner around the twig, placing the fold over the twig and wrapping around. Make leg joints, so that one joint comes high over the twig, plus a little bend for the feet. Do this with the other two pairs of legs. Make a head and antennae by winding a pipe cleaner around one end of the twig to give the desired effect. Add eyes if desired. Give the stick insect a little nudge and watch him wriggle! (EMM30-50j, k, l, m; 40-60c, d, e, g, h, i, j; ELGii)
· Make a model home for a snail. WALT: Work imaginatively with a variety of tools and materials. AIA: Before the activity prepare a snail for each child as follows: Cut a large body shape from grey paper (about 30 x 10cm). Next fold a piece of A3 paper in half and from it cut two identical snail shell shapes joined down the fold line. Give each child a snail body and a folded paper shell. Show the children how to glue the shell to the body so that it will flap open to show the inside of the shell. Explain that the shell is the snail’s home. What do the children think that the snail would like to have in its home? Invite the children to equip the snail’s home either by drawing their own pictures, or by cutting them out of the shopping catalogue and gluing them into place. Some children may also wish to decorate the outside of their shells. (EMM40-60c, d, e; ELGii; BI30-50j; ELGi, ii)
· Talk about moving quickly and slowly to music. Use a percussion instrument to play notes in alternating quick and slow succession. Invite chn to move around the environment being a snail or centipede accordingly. (EMM30-50b, f; 40-60a, b; ELGi; BI30-50b, c, d; 40-60b; ELGi, ii)
Music - FSp:
· Session 2: Hickory, Dickory, Dock. WALT: To learn and remember a traditional nursery rhyme using actions and simple percussion instruments. AIA: Learn the nursery rhyme ‘Hickory, Dickory, Dock’ with hand actions. Play an instrumental accompaniment (EMM30-50d, e, f; 40-60b ELGi; BI30-50c, e, f; ELGii links with PD MH30-50a, d; 40-60a, c, d; ELGi; ii; PSED MR30-50a, c; ELGi)
	Shopping catalogues; grey and white paper; glue; scissors.
One fairly straight garden twig  experiment with different sizes; four brown or beige coloured pipe cleaners; Two googly eyes (optional)

claves, triangle, vibraslaps or; woodblocks; CD player; CD A: track 14 ‘Hickory, Dickory, Dock’; track 15 Backing: ‘Hickory, Dickory, Dock’

activity sheet 2.2


	

	10.3.2014

Do minibeasts make a noise?
	· Explore using finger paint to print yellow finger spots on black paper. Show the chn how to use white paint to add wings to their finger paint bees. (EMM30-50i; 40-60c, d, e, i; ELGii; BI30-50f)
· Pre-cut weaving frames from black card. Provide a selection of yellow weaving materials from which chn can make choices e.g. strips of different types of yellow paper, floils, parcel ribbon, fabrics, raffia etc.(BI ELGii; EMM40-60c, d, e ELGii)

· Working either individually or collaboratively; create giant sized models of insects using recycled materials to hang from the ceiling. Let children work imaginatively to build their own bug inspired creation, making sure everyone gets a fair pick of the junk on offer – as best you can. Offer some extra bits like googly eyes and pipe cleaners or what-ever you have available, plus some felt tipped pens so things can get really creative. (EMM30-50j, k, l, m; 40-60c, d, e, g, h, i, j; ELGii)
· Join in a fast and frantic session to explore how minibeasts travel. Explain to the children that they are going to pretend to be different minibeasts, moving around the large space. Hold up the image of the bee from the minibeast cards. Encourage the children to run around the space, flapping their arms quickly and making buzzing noises. Introduce other minibeasts and encourage the children to mimic their movements, each time you show their picture and call their name, for example, worm (wriggling on tummy), spider (scuttling on all fours), butterfly (arms flapping gracefully). MA: Focus on just two or three different minibeasts and slow down the pace. HA: Make changes more frequently and speed up the game. LA: Invent some simple actions for the children to mimic, such as wriggling fingers up and down for a spider. EMM30-50c, d; 40-60a; ELGi; BI30-50a, b, c; 40-60b; ELGii)
Music - FSp:
Session 3: Twinkle, Twinkle,   Little Star. WALT: To learn and remember a traditional nursery rhyme using actions AIA: Learn the nursery rhyme ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’ with hand actions. (EMM30-50d, e, f; 40-60b ELGi; BI30-50c, e, f; ELGii links with PD MH30-50a, d; 40-60a, c, d; ELGi; ii; PSED MR30-50a, c; ELGi)
	Yellow paint in shallow trays; black paper
Pre-cut weaving frames from black card.

Any old boxes or cartons; Glue; Sticky tape; Extra scrap box bits and bobs

Large space; enlarged copies of ‘Minibeast cards’ activity sheet.
CD player; CD A:
track 16 ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’; track 17 Backing: ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’

activity sheet 2.3


	

	17.3.2014

Which minibeasts flutter and fly?
	· Beautiful dragonflies: https://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/21840 AIA: Model how to make a dragonfly body template – like a fat tadpole shape with big eyes drawn on the side of its head. Next, either let children draw around the template and cut bodies out or, give these out ready-made and show how to colour in the eyes. This craft is all about the decorating, so let children be as creative as they like, but it’s nice if you make a couple of examples to show how they can look when finished, also, make sure both sides of the bodies are decorated. Do make lots of spare bodies so speedy workers can keep busy and create a whole family of dragonflies. It’s a nice idea to make some little bodies too; then children can also make some babies. Once the bodies have been decorated, take a piece of cellophane, scrunch it up in the middle to make a pair of wings and tie in place with a piece of thread suitable for hanging. Tape or staple the wings to the bodies and hold up to the window for the full twinkly effect. Try taping the end of the hanging thread to something like a pencil or sturdy drinking straw so they can wave them around and watch them fly. (EMM30-50j, m; 40-60d, e, f, h, h, ii, j;ELGii; BII30-50f, j; 40-60a; ELGi, ii)

· Make jointed caterpillars to pull along. WALT: Use simple tools and equipment to make a moving model. AIA: Model making two holes at each end of each cylinder using a hole punch. Ensure the holes are opposite each other and as near as possible to the cylinder ends. Then, model how to join the two cylinders by threading treasury tags through the holes at their ends. The cylinders are now held together but can move freely. Encourage each child to make a caterpillar of up to 5 cylinders using this technique. Model how to paint and decorate to finish the model; adding pipe cleaner antennae to the head. Tie a string to the head so that the caterpillar can be pulled along with a wriggling action. Key vocab: Join, move, cut stick, attach, construct, pierce, thread. (EMM30-50j, k, l, m; 40-60g, h, i, j; ELGii)
· Use music to direct the movement of chn as they work in the role of flying insects. Use high notes to denote moving on tiptoes with wings held high and low notes for flying nearer to the ground with lowered wings, similarly fast and slow sequences of notes to tell chn at what speed they should be flying. (EMM30-50b, f; 40-60a, b; ELGi; BI30-50b, c, d; 40-60b; ELGi, ii)
· Make butterfly leafy pictures. Each child needs a flat shape rolled from an egg sized piece of clay. Make sure that the clay is damp but not too wet. Provide a selection of leaves, large petals and small pieces of twig. Model how to press the materials into the clay to make simple pictures. Lift the finished pieces of work onto card to display or take home. (BI40-60b;  ELGii; EMM40-60c, d, e, f, h, i; ELGii)
· Explore simple symmetry by painting matching butterfly wings. Prepare the butterfly wings beforehand by printing the activity sheets and cutting out the two halves. Ensure that you have half a butterfly for each child, and that there will be a matching half that they can pair it up with. Gather the children together and give each child one half of a butterfly. Ask them to find a partner who has the matching other half of their butterfly and to sit down together. Once the children are in pairs, explain that they are going to paint or colour in their half of the butterfly, choosing whatever colours they want – however, the two butterfly wings need to match up at the end. Encourage the children to talk about the colours they will use for each shape and section of their butterfly before they start. MA: Give the children a whole butterfly from one of the activity sheets and ask them to colour it in. HA: Provide blank wing templates and ask the pairs of children to plan and draw their own patterns before colouring them in. LA: Help the children to paint shapes and patterns on to a blank set of wing templates. (EMM30-50i; 40-60c, d, e, i; ELGii; BI30-50f)
Music - FSp:
· Session 4: Three Blind Mice WALT: To learn and remember a traditional nursery rhyme using actions. (EMM30-50d, e, f; 40-60b ELGi; BI30-50c, e, f; ELGii links with PD MH30-50a, d; 40-60a, c, d; ELGi; ii; PSED MR30-50a, c; ELGi)
	White A4 paper card (one sheet makes three dragonflies); Cellophane (One A4 piece will make about three pairs of wings); Colouring pens or crayons; Collage pieces for decoration, such as glitter, stickers, fabric scraps and coloured paper; Glue; Sticky tape; Hanging thread

Card cylinders (approx 10cm long); hole punch; plenty of treasury tags; pipe cleaners; paints; brushes; decorative materials & glue.
Clay

Enlarged copies of ‘Butterfly wings (1)’ activity sheet and ‘Butterfly wings (2)’ activity sheet; paints or coloured pencils.
CD player; CD A:
track 18 ‘Three Blind Mice’; track 19 Backing: ‘Three Blind Mice’; track 20 ‘Three Blind Mice’ (traditional); activity sheet 2.4


	

	24.3.2014

Why do spiders weave and spin webs?
	· Make a weaving frame using lengths of string and a hoop, or an old bicycle wheel – either of these will provide the frame into which the children can weave. Have a range of materials ready for the children to weave in and out, such as ribbon, fabric, wool, string and coloured strips of paper. Begin the activity by showing children pictures of spider webs. Demonstrate how to weave on the frame – moving over and under alternate spokes or threads. Encourage the children to work together to make a colourful weaving using a wide range of materials. (EMM40-60c, d, e; ELGii)

· Create your own striking web patterns using paper and glitter. Read The Very Busy Spider to the children. Let the children touch the strands of the web on the different pages as they follow the story. After sharing the story, talk about the main character. Was it right that she should have ignored her friends? Could her web have waited for another day? Look back at the pictures in the book and talk about the way the web starts off small and grows bigger and bigger as it nears completion. Provide the children with a sheet of black paper. Explain that they are going to make their own colourful webs. Demonstrate by cutting and arranging strips of coloured paper on to the black sheet to create a web-like pattern. Encourage the children to do the same. When they are happy with their pattern, help them to glue the strips in place and then add glitter to the lines to make them sparkle. MA: Start the pattern for the children and then work together to add individual strips to build up the web. HA: Encourage the children to draw or make their own spider to add to their web. LA: Let the children use white paint on black paper to draw shapes and patterns.
· Create a variety of spider and other chosen minibeast puppets. (EMM30-50j, k, l, m; 40-60g, h, i, j; ELGii)
· Paint some colourful spiders using fingers, thumbs and hands. Look together at the images of the spiders. Talk about their basic features, for example, small head, larger lower body and eight legs. Explain to the children that they are going to create their own colourful ‘hand spiders’. Let them experiment on a sheet of paper with the different shapes that they can make by printing with their hands. Provide some large pieces of paper and encourage the children to combine their print techniques to make a spider. When the spiders are dry, let the children cut them out and attach them to the webs that they made in the ‘Web spinners’ activity. MA: Encourage the children to make simple spiders by crossing two handprints (minus their thumbs) on the paper. HA: Invite the children to draw or paint additional features on the spider’s body. LA: Let the children paint legs on the spider’s body using their fingers dipped in paint. (EMM30-50i; 40-60c, d, e, i; ELGii; BI30-50f)
Music - FSp:
· Session 5: Old King Cole WALT: To learn and remember a traditional nursery rhyme using actions.. AIA: Learn the nursery rhyme ‘Old King Cole’ as a rap (EMM30-50d, e, f; 40-60b ELGi; BI30-50c, e, f; ELGii links with PD MH30-50a, d; 40-60a, c, d; ELGi; ii; PSED MR30-50a, c; ELGi)
	Weaving frames
Puppet kits
The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle (Puffin); large sheets of black paper; coloured sheets of paper; scissors; glue; glitter.
Images of spiders; large pieces of paper; paint; child scissors.
CD player; CD A: track 21 ‘Old King Cole’; track 22 Backing: ‘Old King Cole’; track 23 ‘Old King Cole’ (traditional); activity sheet 2.5

flute or recorder and violin (optional)
	

	31.3.2014

Which minibeast will you come as to our Ugly Bug Ball?

	· Dress up in style for a minibeast-themed party: Tell the children that they have been invited to a special bug ball, but there is just one problem – they need to be a bug to be able to attend. However, you can quickly transform yourself into a group of bugs by making some colourful antennae. Give each child two strips of card and two circles of card to make their antennae. Help them to glue the circles to the ends of the strips. Using paints, encourage the children to be as imaginative as they like in decorating their antennae. Once dry, staple the antennae to a measured headband for each child to wear. When all the antennae are finished and on show, it’s time for the bugs to go to the ball and show off their new creations on the dance floor. (EMM30-50a, c, d, g, h, j, m; 40-60e, f, g, h, I, j; ELGi, ii; BI30-50c, j; 40-60c; ELGii)
· Make paper plate camouflage masks. WALT: Make a mask using a range of materials. AIA: Cut out a variety of minibeast shapes from sandpaper and place on the surface of the sand tray. Ask the chn to talk about why it is difficult to see the shapes. Explain that sometimes animals need to hide in order to protect themselves. Minibeasts, particularly, need to hide from hungry birds and other larger animals who would eat them. Remind the chn of the minibeasts they may have found from their observations which were hard to spot e.g. Greenfly on leaves. Introduce the word camouflage to describe their use of colour and pattern as a way of hiding. Explain to the chn that they are going to make camouflage masks. Draw their attention to a feature in the outside area e.g. hedge/ flowerbed. Show them some paper plates and suggest ways of covering the plate with the materials provided so that the chn would be camouflage in their chosen area. Once the plates are covered, attach ribbon/ elastic to the sides so that the mask can be held in place. Display the masks against a background similar to the chosen area. How difficult are the masks to spot. Key vocab: Camouflage, colours, hide, match, similar, same, alike. (EMM30-50j, k, l, m; 40-60g, h, i, j; ELGii)
Music - FSp:
· Session 6: Minibeast Songs and Rhymes. WALT: Learn and remember a variety of songs about minibeasts using actions and simple percussion instruments. AIA: Learn a variety of songs about minibeasts including The Ants Go March and There’s a Worm at the Bottom of the Garden. (EMM30-50d, e, f; 40-60b ELGi; BI30-50c, e, f; ELGii links with PD MH30-50a, d; 40-60a, c, d; ELGi; ii; PSED MR30-50a, c; ELGi)
	Strips of card; circles of card; paint; paintbrushes; glue; stapler (adult use); suitable music such as ‘The Ugly Bug Ball’ by Robert and Richard Sherman.

Sandpaper; sandtray; paper plates with pre-cut eye holes; leaves; flowers; coloured paper; scissors; glue; ribbon/lollipop sticks
http://www.singup.org/songbank/song-bank/tags/64-eyfs/ 
Variety of minibeast songs and rhymes


	

	7.4.2014

EASTER

&

ASSESSMENT
	· Rocking chicks: Chn each paint a paper plate yellow. When the paint is dry they fold the paper plate in half. They cut out a triangle of red card and stick inside the fold as the beak. Stick on black paper eyes either side of the plate near the beak. Add triangles of red card for wings and stick in place. Make a feathery tail with strips of yellow, red and orange tissue paper and stick in place. When dry watch your chick rock n’ roll! (EMMii; BIi)
· http://education.scholastic.co.uk/search/search?age_type=&log=t&now=query&search%5Bquery%5D=Easter&search%5Bsection_id%5D=21882 

Music - FSp:
· Session 7: Assessment
	
	


