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	Primary Learning Challenge:
Castles and Homes

What kind of buildings can we find around the world?

	What kind of buildings do we live in? What materials are used to make them?
· Explore pictures of homes including flats, houses, caravans, castles, tents, boats and igloos. 

· Support children to complete the sentence ‘My home is….’

· Start collecting words appropriate to the Houses and Homes PLC.
· Go on a walk around the local area or school environment to explore the different materials used to make a variety of homes.
· Make model homes /construct a house for the pigs.
	What kind of buildings did people live in a long time ago?

· Explore people who lived in castles and their roles in castle life.
· Children  find out about the legend of St George and the Dragon
· Children to imagine that they are castle inhabitants and make a castle-shaped books to portray this
· Use the internet to search for general information about castles. Visit www.castlesontheweb.com  
· Use VAM site to design a class coat of arms.
· Encourage the children to build symmetrical castles.
· Look at the designs on the shields of the knights in the poster and explain that they are called ‘coats of arms’ that show which family they are from. Invite the children to design their own simple coat of arms on a cardboard shield using brightly coloured paint.
· Create own castle models using recyclable materials and large scale construction in the outdoor area.
· Hang the poster showing different castles around the world in the creative area to encourage the children to produce two-dimensional drawings and paintings of castles, and three-dimensional models from recycled and malleable materials
	How are buildings around the world similar and different?
· Arrange to visit local places of worship.
· Share books together that feature tall buildings, such as the traditional story of ‘Rapunzel’.
· Make a shared book using drawings, paintings, cut-out pictures and photographs about the children’s favourite local places and also some of the places they dislike.
· Look at local statues or sculptures. Recreate your favourite piece using paint, playdough, box models or clay.
	What kind of garden does your home have?
· Work in small groups to design and create a miniature garden on a tray/ plate or in a shoe box.
· Support the chn creating wanted posters of the giant to develop use of descriptive language of the giant.
· Grow some broad beans in clear plastic beakers.

· Enjoy planting some seeds and bulbs.
· Use clay to make gnomes and animals for garden ornaments.
· Play traditional outdoor games that children have enjoyed in gardens over the years.

	Communication & Language

Literacy
	Traditional Tales: The Three Little Pigs
	Fantasy & Traditional Tales: Mouse Quixote.
	Fantasy & Traditional Tales: Mouse Quixote.
	Stories from a Range of Cultures: Handa’s Surprise and Handa’s Hen or;
Traditional Tales: Rapunzel/ Sleeping Beauty
	Traditional Tales: Jack and the Beanstalk

	Mathematics
	NLC & Data Handling/Sorting/ Measures


	NLC & Calculating – Addition and Subtraction

	NLC & Calculating – Introducing Sharing

	NLC &SSM
	NLC  & Money & Problem Solving

Data Handling – Simple graphing

	Understanding the World

ICT
	E-Safety

Finding Things Out – Data Handling and Internet


	Making Things Happen – modelling, control & simulations


	
	http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/castle/view.html 

http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/themes/castles/index.htm 

http://www.welbourneprimary.com/links/history/Castles/Castles.htm 
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