MT Plan – Christmas
Communication Language and Literacy
	10.12.2012 and

17.12.2012

How is Christmas celebrated around the World?
	Focus Text for CLL: My Christmas/ The First Christmas Story. 
· Read a traditional version of the Nativity story, such as ‘The first Christmas’ story. Retell it using the nativity figures as props. Ask the children if they have ever set up a nativity scene at home. Explain that Nicaraguan people do this and then add to it every year so that it often fills a corner of the room, from floor to ceiling. Create a structure for such a tableau by fastening large boxes together and draping them with beige fabric. Invite children to make buildings from smaller boxes and stand these on flat surfaces on the fabric. Choose one for the stable. Position the nativity figures in and around the stable and the remaining figures and animals on the hillsides. Provide children with appropriate books, blocks and small world equipment outdoors so that they can continue to follow this theme during outside play. (LA30-50b; 40-60a; ELGii)
· Letters to Santa. Encourage children to talk about their experiences of Santa leaving gifts on Christmas Eve. Discuss how Santa knows what everyone would like. Share experiences of visiting Santa to tell him about special presents the children would like. Do any of them send lists? How do they send them? Using the interactive resource ‘Letter to Santa’, help children to compile a letter and ‘draw’ a picture, or suggest writing individual letters and posting them all in a large envelope. Talk with your children about other ways of communicating via email. Compose a group letter for Santa with a list of each child’s Christmas wish. Print out the list, read it and make any alterations before attaching it to an email to Santa. Remember to thank Santa in advance for his kindness. An adult can email Santa through www.emailsanta.com, or send the email to a staff member who can compose a reply to the children. Await replies and read and talk about them together. LA: Support children to draw a picture of something they would like for Christmas; scribe short letters from them under the picture and ask the children to write their own names. MA/HA: Ask children to pretend to be Santa composing a letter to all children requesting refreshments for himself and Rudolph. Alternatively, use the ‘Letter from Santa’ activity sheet to inspire children’s imaginations about the coming festivities and also to think about their letter to him and the treats they might leave out on Christmas Eve. (W30-50a; 40-60a, b, d, e, g, h, j; ELGi, ii, iiii)
Other activities to be arranged:

See Expressive Arts & Design MTP
	Set of nativity figures; small world people and farm animals; large and small boxes; beige fabric; straw; paint.

Mark-making materials; envelopes; large envelope; stamp; access to email.

Alternatively: Send via Royal Mail (see www.royalmail.com). Send the letters (with your address and stamp) to: 

Santa/Father Christmas, 
Santa’s Grotto, 
Reindeerland, SAN TA1

	Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Observe children as they listen to the story. Do they concentrate and remain attentive? Are they able to recall the story and follow-up discussion? Do they make links between what they have heard and the creation of the tableau?

Next steps
Invite groups of children to use the tableau as a prop to retell the nativity story to others.
Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Observe the children as they write their letters. Do they understand the purpose of them? Can they give examples of letters and cards they have received? Do they know the meaning of the word ‘list’. Do they understand the purpose of an email?

Next steps
Send a group email to Santa after Christmas to say ‘thank you’ and read the reply when it is received together.


Expressive Arts and Design

	10.12.2012 and

17.12.2012

How is Christmas celebrated around the World?
	· Take on the role of busy Santa in his workshop. Talk to the children about where they think Santa makes the toys: What does his workshop look like? Who works there? Suggest setting up Santa’s workshop a short distance from the home corner. Provide resources for children to dress-up, wrap presents, load them on the sleigh (wagon) and pull them to the home corner to deliver. Add resources suggested by the children, such as a comfy seat for Santa, tinsel to decorate the sleigh and somewhere for the reindeer to sleep. Leave children to play for a while and then join them in the role of a mischievous elf to stimulate the addition of narrative into the play. Act as facilitator, providing new resources as needed. LA: Set up the resources and initiate a discussion in the ‘workshop’ about who works there and what goes on. MA/HA: Talk about the French Père Noël, who has a donkey instead of reindeer and fills children’s shoes with gifts. Discuss what would be different about his home and his way of travelling: What if Santa had an aeroplane? Would this be easier for him? (BI30-50i; 40-60d, e; ELGii)

· Explore a real Christmas tree. Show chn the Christmas tree and invite them to stand close to it: What does it look like? How does it smell? Gently touch the needles and rub them. Discuss how they feel smooth when stroked one way and sharp when stroked the other: How do they smell? Is it a pleasant or unpleasant smell? How does it compare with other trees in winter? Sing the song ‘O, Christmas Tree!’ Focus on lines such as, ‘Thy leaves are so unchanging’ or ‘How lovely are your branches’, and discuss their meaning. Talk about why this tree might be chosen to bring indoors to decorate at Christmas.  Away from the tree, ask children to close their eyes and recall it with their senses. Provide a range of creative media to encourage children to record their Christmas tree impressions in two and three dimensions. LA: Supervise children carefully as they stroke the needles. Model appropriate language to describe the sensations, such as ‘spiky needles’, ‘soft’ and ‘sweet’. MA/HA: Create an image of the Christmas tree and help children to add a caption to describe it. (EMM30-50g, h, I, j; 40-60a, d, e, g; ELGi, ii; BI30-50j; 40-60a, c; ELGi)
Other activities to be arranged:

· Make a variety of Christmas decorations e.g. http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5316 

· Make mince pies/ Christmas biscuits/ decorate a yule log.

· Christmas counting/ shape, space and measure activities.

· Learn about the Jewish winter festival Hannukah

· Explore and learn about advent.

· Talk about what Christmas means to Christians and compare this with people of other faiths http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5468 

http://education.scholastic.co.uk/search/search?age_type=&log=t&now=query&page=2&search[query]=Christmas
	Santa and elf dressing-up clothes; soft toy reindeer; small toys; wrapping paper; tape; large sack; mark-making materials; pull-along wagon/ wheel barrow

Access to a traditional growing or potted Christmas tree; creative media such as paint, collage materials, clay and fabrics.


	Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Observe if children become engrossed in their play. Do they add a narrative? Do they introduce variations on the theme?

Next steps
Make up a story set in the workshop, for example, about Santa’s sleigh breaking down, then invite children to re-enact it.

Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Observe children as they explore the tree. How do they respond? For example, showing excitement or using appropriate language to describe sensations?

Next steps
Try to capture other experiences with the senses, such as with ‘smell’ or ‘feely’ boxes.


Mathematics
	10.12.2012 and

17.12.2012

How is Christmas celebrated around the World?
	· Develop counting skills using gold coins: Explain to the children how kind St Nicholas gave coins to a poor family and tell them that this kind act is continued as a tradition in the present day when German children receive treats or bags of sweet coins on 6 December. Show the children a bag of chocolate coins covered in gold foil. Suggest covering card discs with gold and silver foil to make coins that you can then put into the net bags.  Help children to cut out card circles if necessary and then ask them to make five gold and five silver coins for each bag.  Working in pairs, ask the children to take a bag of ten coins and count out a given number, for example: Count out five gold coins and two silver, or count out two gold and three silver. Then ask them to find the total. Ask how many are left in the bag. Pose simple problems using the coins, for example, ‘Count out five gold coins. Now take two away. How many are left?’ Share out a bag of chocolate gold coins equally between the children afterwards and enjoy them all together. LA: Simplify the activity with bags of five coins. MA/HA: Invite children to start with ten gold coins and write down the different ways they can make ten, for example, ‘3+7’, ‘2+8’. (N30-50i; 40-60e,k, n; ELGi, ii)
Other activities to be arranged:

· Make a variety of Christmas decorations e.g. http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5316 

· Make mince pies/ Christmas biscuits/ decorate a yule log.

· Christmas counting/ shape, space and measure activities.

· Learn about the Jewish winter festival Hannukah

· Explore and learn about advent.

· Talk about what Christmas means to Christians and compare this with people of other faiths http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5468 

http://education.scholastic.co.uk/search/search?age_type=&log=t&now=query&page=2&search[query]=Christmas
	Bag of chocolate coins; card; gold and silver foil; net bags
	Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Observe whether children count confidently. Do they understand the meaning of ‘add’ and ‘take away’ when used in this context?

Next steps
Use themed resources to encourage familiarity with number bonds to ten, such as using combinations of small world people and animals visiting the Nativity scene.




Physical Development
	10.12.2012 and

17.12.2012

How is Christmas celebrated around the World?
	· See separate planning sheet Val Sabin Gymnastics 4-5 Years A Reception Travelling Lessons 3, 4, 5 and 6. WALT: travel with control in a variety of ways; show an awareness of contrasts in speed and level; show an awareness of space and share space safely; know, understand and show safe use of apparatus. (MH30-50a, d; 40-60a, c, d, ELGi, ii, iii; HSc30-50f; 40-60c, d, e,f; ELGi, ii; links with C&L U30-50c; 40-60a, d; PSED SCSA30-50d; 40-60b; ELGi, iii)
· Have fun with a healthy version of a Mexican pinata: Show the children pictures of various piñatas and explain the Mexican Christmas tradition of hitting piñatas until they break to reveal tiny treats. Provide pairs of children with a blown-up balloon and ask them to glue strips of coloured tissue all over it – at least three layers of tissue – and leave to dry.  Cut a hole in the piñata and pull out the balloon. It is now ready to be filled.  Encourage children to recall previous discussions about healthy foods and invite them to fill their piñata with more healthy treats rather than the traditional sweets. With parental permission, provide a range of dried fruits and explain that they must remain clean while they are inside the piñata. Wrap single larger fruits, such as a dried apricot, or several smaller fruits, such as sultanas, in clean paper tissues and tape them up to resemble tiny parcels. Encourage children to decorate their piñatas with tinsel and glitter to reflect the Christmas theme. Post the parcels through the hole in the piñata and tape over the hole. Attach a ribbon to the top of each one and then hang the piñatas up. Invite children to hit their piñatas with a beater until they break. Share out the tiny parcels and enjoy them. (MH30-50h; 40-60e, g; ELGi, ii)
Other activities to be arranged:

· Make a variety of Christmas decorations e.g. http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5316 

· Make mince pies/ Christmas biscuits/ decorate a yule log.

· Christmas counting/ shape, space and measure activities.

· Learn about the Jewish winter festival Hannukah

· Explore and learn about advent.

· Talk about what Christmas means to Christians and compare this with people of other faiths http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5468 

http://education.scholastic.co.uk/search/search?age_type=&log=t&now=query&page=2&search[query]=Christmas
	Lesson 3: Track 8, benches, tables, mats and frame.

Lesson 4: Tracks 8, 24 & 15, benches, tables, mats and frame.

Lesson 5: Tracks 9, 10, 27 & 15, benches, tables, mats and frame.

Lesson 6: Tracks 8 & 27 benches, tables, mats and frame.

Balloons; coloured tissue paper; glue; ribbon; dried fruit; clean paper tissues; sticky tape; beaters, such as sticks and bats.


	Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Observe how confidently the children cut or tear the tissue and glue it to the piñata, and how accurately they use the beaters. Do they show an awareness of safety issues?

Next steps
Provide more challenging themed activities requiring hand-eye coordination, such as making tree decorations.




PSED

	10.12.2012 and

17.12.2012

How is Christmas celebrated around the World?
	· Encourage children to appreciate the importance of thanking others. Talk about the gifts the children have received at Christmas in the past and encourage them to think of some presents they could give to Santa and his reindeer to thank them. Discuss the importance of thanking others for the kind things that they do for us. Encourage the children to talk about some of their own kind deeds. Provide A4 sheets of card for children to create self-portraits of themselves for Santa to take home to put on his wall. Frame the portraits with coloured card decorated with shiny materials. Create a gift for Rudolph and the other reindeers. Make Rudolph faces by sticking two large black eyes and a red nose on a brown envelope. Cut out two card antlers to attach to it. Fill the envelope with bird seed to represent reindeer food. Alternatively use carrots – Lily peanut allergy.  Ask children to wrap their gifts and take them home to put out on Christmas Eve. LA: Use the digital camera to take photographs of individuals and then provide them with materials to decorate card that can be used to frame their picture. MA/HA: Invite children to attach a large label to their gifts saying who the gift is for and who it is from. Include the words ‘Thank you’. (MR30-50d; ELGiii; SCSA30-50e; 40-60a; ELGi)
Other activities to be arranged:

· Make a variety of Christmas decorations e.g. http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5316 

· Make mince pies/ Christmas biscuits/ decorate a yule log.

· Christmas counting/ shape, space and measure activities.

· Learn about the Jewish winter festival Hannukah

· Explore and learn about advent.

· Talk about what Christmas means to Christians and compare this with people of other faiths http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5468 

http://education.scholastic.co.uk/search/search?age_type=&log=t&now=query&page=2&search[query]=Christmas
	Mark-making materials; coloured card; black and red sticky paper; shiny materials such as sequins and glitter; brown envelopes; bird seed; brown card.


	Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Listen to the language children use as they discuss kind deeds and make presents. Are they aware of the effect of their kindness on others? Can they talk about why they are giving the presents they are making?

Next steps
Create a ‘kindness Christmas tree’ and ask children to hang a label on a branch detailing an act of kindness they have made to someone else during the session.




Understanding the World

	10.12.2012 and

17.12.2012

How is Christmas celebrated around the World?
	· Explore the taste of Christmas Pudding. Discuss the tradition of making a wish, and sing the familiar song ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’ with the line ‘We all like figgy pudding’, while making a Christmas pudding. Heat a ready-made pudding up and invite the children to taste it and guess what it is made of. Explain that a long time ago people ate a pudding at Christmas called ‘frumenty’ or ‘plum porridge’. Ask who has tasted porridge and explain that ‘plum porridge’ could be made by adding fruit. Make up a pan of porridge oats at a safe distance from the children. While it is cooling, ask the children to chop up the prunes and the plums together with the grapes. Explain that prunes are dried plums and note the differences between the fruits. Explain that frumenty is made by adding these fruits to porridge with some spices. Provide each child with a bowl of porridge and invite them to add a variety of their prepared fruits to it. After tasting, sprinkle small quantities of the spices onto the mixture and compare the taste. LA: Encourage children to use all of their senses to make comparisons between two obviously contrasting fruits, such as a green grape and a prune. MA/HA: Compare the ingredients for frumenty with those listed on the Christmas pudding box. (W30-50b,  partial d; 40-60a)
· ICT - Make a seasonal pop-up toy: Look at the pictures of Santa in a chimney and talk about how he climbs in and out of chimneys on Christmas Eve. Invite the children to make a simple pop-up toy, to represent Santa popping out of a chimney. Show them how to use a painting programme on the computer to make a very simple brickwork pattern. Help the children to print the pattern and glue it around the sides of their cardboard box to represent a chimney. Show the children the basic principle of a pop-up puppet, by taping a disc of card to the dowelling rod. Slot the dowelling through the hole in the ‘chimney’. When the dowelling is pushed up, the disc pops out the top of the pot. Explain that the disc represents the ‘pop-up’ face. Encourage the children to decorate the card disc to represent Santa by adding a red felt or fabric hat, a jolly smile and a cotton-wool beard. When complete, invite the children to take their pop-up Santa home to give to someone special. LA: Instead of creating a brickwork pattern, help the children to design and print a series of rectangular shapes to represent bricks. MA/HA:  Encourage the children to think about the expression on Santa’s face, for example, happy, funny or surprised.  (T30-50b, c; 40-60a, b; ELGi, ii)

Other activities to be arranged:

· Make a variety of Christmas decorations e.g. http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5316 

· Make mince pies/ Christmas biscuits/ decorate a yule log.

· Christmas counting/ shape, space and measure activities.

· Learn about the Jewish winter festival Hannukah

· Explore and learn about advent.

· Talk about what Christmas means to Christians and compare this with people of other faiths http://education.scholastic.co.uk/content/5468 

http://education.scholastic.co.uk/search/search?age_type=&log=t&now=query&page=2&search[query]=Christmas 


	A traditional Christmas pudding; porridge oats; milk; prunes; plums; grapes; currants; sultanas; raisins; cinnamon; nutmeg; pan; large spoon; chopping boards; appropriate knives; bowls; spoons.

Pictures or books showing Santa in a chimney; computer and printer; sticky tape; glue; red felt or fabric; cotton wool; felt-tipped pens; for each child: cardboard box with a hole prepared in the base, dowelling rod (or garden cane) and disc of card that fits easily inside the box.


	Observation, assessment and planning

Look, listen and note
Listen as the children chop fruit and taste it. Do they notice similarities and differences? Do they comment on changes, for example, between raw oats and porridge?

Next steps
Follow a recipe to make individual Christmas puddings in small containers.
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