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EYFS Medium Term Planning    Enhancing & Extending Spaces for Play        Term: Autumn    PLC: What is the weather like?


	Unique Child     Positive Relationships    Enabling Environments
	Things to care about
	Learning & Development Focus/Objective

                                                                                                 
	Resources

Links

	
	1.1 Child Development

Each area of development is equally valued and important.

Each child is valued as an individual.

1.2 Inclusive Practice

Open door policy in practice – parents are valued as partners

Visual timetable, opportunities for all children to be actively challenged

1.3 Staying Safe

Safeguarding Children and behaviour policy in place and adhered to.

1.4 Health and well being

Safe and secure environment, health eating is promoted at all times.

2.1 Positive Relationships.

Staff act as good role models and use positive language at all times

2.3 Supporting Learning

Weekly planning meetings to ensure provision of appropriate adult and child initiated activities are implemented. 

3.1 Observation, Assessment and Planning

Observation is part of daily routine, IEP’s in place. Flexible planning. Individual journeys updated regularly.

3.3 The Learning Environment

Free choice of available resources, these are clearly labelled and visible. Cont. Prov areas provided both indoors and outdoors

3.4 The Wider Context

Parents informed via curriculum newsletter. Visits/Visitors from the local and wider communities planned
	PSED
	1. Continue to be interested, excited and motivated to learn.
2. Be confident to try new activities, initiate ideas and speak in a familiar group.
3. Maintain attention, concentrate, and sit quietly when appropriate.
4. Have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings, and be sensitive to the needs, views and feelings of others.
5. Have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people
6. Respond to significant experiences, showing a range of feelings when appropriate.
7. Form good relationships with adults and peers.
8. Work as part of a group or class, taking turns and sharing fairly, understanding that there needs to be agreed values and codes of behaviour for groups of people, including adults and children, to work together harmoniously.
9. Understand what is right, what is wrong and why.
10. Consider the consequences of their words and actions for themselves and others.
11. Dress and undress independently and manage their own personal hygiene.
12. Select and use activities and resources independently.
13. Understand that people have different needs, views, cultures and beliefs, that need to be treated with respect.
14. Understand that they can expect others to treat their needs, views, cultures and beliefs with respect.
	SEAL/RE Syllabus

· See separate planning sheet for New Beginnings, Getting on and Falling Out/ Say No to Bullying


	Possible experiences, opportunities, activities inside and outside
	Resources



	LC1 and LC2: How do we find out what the weather will be like today?

· Introduce the topic of weather by showing the chn a collection of clothes (see also CLL plans) Talk about which clothes would be appropriate for different weather. Play the weather game. (PS2, 8)

· Talk about the importance of weather forecasts. Discuss outdoor activities done at weekends and holidays. Invite suggestions for the forecasts that would be needed for each of the activities. Are there any activities that can only take place on sunny days? (PS2, 3)
· Set up the role play area as a weather station. Include: Telephone, globe, atlas, maps (UK, Europe, World), microphones, TV monitors, variety of clothes for dressing up in different types of weather, clapperboard, rain gauge, thermometer, compass and weather symbols. Model and encourage children to participate in giving imaginary forecasts and answering telephone queries. (PS7)

· Make a collection of pictures from around the world that show extreme weather conditions. Discuss briefly extreme weather conditions that have caused problems for people. Discuss why it would be useful to have a forecast of weathers such as a tornado or heavy rain.

· Use magazines and travel brochures to make a group patchwork of pictures that show the weather being used. Show the chn a travel brochure with photos of people skiing. Ask what the people are doing. What kind of weather is best for skiing? In what other ways do people have fun in the snow? Ask the chn to look for pictures of skiing, building snowmen, sledging and snowboarding. Show the chn brochures with people in the sun. Ask them to cut out pictures of people having fun in the sun. Finally look in catalogues/magazines for other items that use the weather such as umbrellas, parasols over patio tables, rotary clothes driers etc. Explain to the chn that the things they cut out are to make collages showing how people use the weather. They will be put together to make a patchwork. Remind chn of routines for sharing resources and practical points for gluing and using scissors safely. Help them to understand why routines are important. (PS8)

· Make a collection of items that use the weather. Talk about the ways in which the weather is used. (PS8)
	Various clothing items depicting different weather types.

Resources for role play area.

Pictures/Images of extreme weather conditions e.g. floods, drought, tornadoes.
Magazines and travel brochures, 20cm x 20cm squares of white paper, glue & scissors

Kite, solar powered calculators/lights, wind chime, washing line, toy yacht, skates, jug of water.

	LC3: How does the weather change throughout the year?

· Discuss different activities in different seasons. How do they make them feel? Look at pictures of the same area in different seasons, discussing changes (PS6)
· Arrange to go on a seasonal nature walk (PS1, 6, 8)

· Look at a large picture of a spring time scene (trees in blossom, baby lambs being born, spring flowers, chn playing outside, eating Easter eggs) Discuss what chn can do in Spring that they cannot do in Winter. Talk about how we feel in Spring, compare to other seasons.
· Discuss festivals which chn in the class celebrate during each of the 4 seasons. Include: Easter, Halloween, bonfire, Remembrance, Christmas. (PS13, 14)
	Images depicting elements of each season inc images of trees in all 4 seasons.
Image of Springtime scene.
Books about different festivals

	LC4: How do we know when it is Summer?
· Read ‘Seaside’ from Out and About Through the Year by Shirley Hughes. Talk about the kinds of things that children enjoy doing on sunny days. Has anyone been to the seaside recently? (PS5)
· Look at pictures of sunny days in books, on postcards and in travel brochures. Talk briefly about keeping safe in the sun. (Hats, sun cream, staying in the shade and drink water) Make posters to remind people to wear sunhats. (PS9)

· Talk about droughts and countries where it is always hot. Talk about the ways we can save water such as not leaving taps running when we clean our teeth. (PS5)
	Seaside’ from Out and About Through the Year by Shirley Hughes
Travel brochures and postcards

	LC5: What is a Harvest Festival?

· Talk about Harvest as a time to say thank you for foods we eat. As a group make a list of our favourite foods for which to say thank you. (PS10)
· Look at pictures of foods eaten or grown in different countries. Discuss similarities & differences. Have children eaten the foods? What do they taste like? (PS6)
· As artefacts are made by the chn throughout the week encourage chn to treat them carefully. Talk about the need to respect the property of others. (PS13)
	Pictures of foods eaten or grown in different countries
Examples of foods from different countries

	LC6: Who climbed up the waterspout?

· Discuss ideas for keeping Weather Ted dry on a rainy day. Read the poem to the chn. What kinds of clothes do chn wear in the rain? Invite one child to dress up in rainwear clothing. Why are they good in the rain? From what sort of materials are they made? How do the materials look and feel? Show Weather Ted. Ask what would happen to him if he went out into the rain. What would he need to wear to stay dry? Show chn the scraps of materials. Ask them to suggest which would be best for a raincoat. Give each child a photocopied teddy. Invite them to design an outfit which would keep teddy dry in the rain. Chn could either collage with the scrap materials or alternatively use paint and colours to draw on their outfit. Allow opportunity for each child to share and talk about the outfits they have designed and their choice of materials. KUW link also. (PS2, 10)

· Talk about the importance of rain for providing water. As a group make a list of the ways that we use water. Explain why it is important not to waste water. (PS2,3,9)

· Look at pictures of countries that have suffered from droughts and also areas where there have been floods. Encourage chn to notice the differences. (PS4)

· Enjoy standing outside on a rainy day, dressed in appropriate clothing. Encourage chn to notice how the rain falls and feels. Back inside, scribe the chn’s descriptions of the rain and ask them to paint pictures of rainy days. (PS4, 11)

· Have large group speaking and listening time together. The adult starts the discussion: I love the rainbow. It’s so cheerful and colourful. What does the rainbow make you think about? Encourage all the children to have a turn, but focus on making sure they listen to one another. (PS3, 6, 8)
	Image/poem of rainy day
Weather Ted, range of scraps of materials inc: ones which would be waterproof, example of real rainwear, teddy in the rain poem, photocopied outlines of a teddy.
Images of countries that have suffered from droughts/floods: see PLC1&2

Rainy Day box, paint

Images of rainbows

	LC7: How are the trees changing?

· Work collaboratively to make an Autumn display of items collected on the Autumn walk as well as things chn bring in from home and the paintings they create as part of Cr Dev. (PS2, 8)
· Provide opportunities for chn to share and take turns when printing with leaves. (PS8)

· Use scissors with a zigzag cutting edge to cut out a variety of shapes and colours of Autumn leaves. Cut each leaf into two. Give pairs of chn a handful of leaf pieces. Encourage them to work together to match the pieces. (PS7)

· Talk about fruits and berries and the danger of picking things we do not know are safe. (PS1, 2) Use snack time to share pieces of fruit and examples of autumn berries, which have been prepared by the children and an adult. (PS8)

· Bonfire Night takes place at the end of this week: Talk about firework safety. (PS10)
	Objects and work created for Autumn display.
Leaves, paint, paper

Leaves pre-cut in a variety of shapes and colours, halved

	LC8: What does it feel like when the wind blows?

· Listen to a piece of classical music that conjures up pictures of a storm. (e.g. ‘Spring’ from The Four Seasons by Vivaldi. Encourage the chn to take it in turn to explain how the music makes them feel. (PS4, 8)

· Look at pictures in newspapers of areas that have suffered in storms. Make ‘I’m Sorry’ cards for the people whose lives have been affected. (PS4)

· Tell the traditional story of the wind and the sun arguing over who is the strongest. Discuss the need to be sensitive to others feelings. Use the story as a stimulus for role play. (Seasons bk page 55) (PS5, 6)
	‘Spring’ from The Four Seasons by Vivaldi.
Images of storms from newspapers/ internet, card templates

	LC9: What colours and patterns can you see in Winter?

· Look at a large picture of a Winter scene (trees with no leaves, people dressed in warm clothes, people skiing and skating) Discuss what chn like to do in Winter. Talk about how they feel in the Winter. What are their favourite activities? What do they do when it is dark in the evenings and they cannot play outside? Talk briefly about the dangers of snow and ice. Look at pictures of avalanches/taking care on slippery ice/why we don’t walk on frozen ponds (PS2, 3, 5)

· During circle time, invite the children to look at the pictures of snowflakes. Can they see that each one is made up in a different way? Did they know that not one single snowflake is the same as any other. They are all snowflakes but they are all made in their own way. This is a bit like people. We are all children and grown ups, but we are all special in our own way as well. Show the children the snowflake decoration. Ask them to pass it round and when they are holding it, it is their turn to say something. Can they say something that is special about someone they know? It could be their friend, their mummy, their brother or sister.  When each child has had a turn, hold the snowflake yourself and say something that is special about each child in the class. (PS4, 8, 13, 14)

· Discuss festivals which chn in the class celebrate during Winter. Invite visitors in to come and talk about their celebrations if appropriate.  (PS6)

· Talk about appropriate footwear for icy weather. Look through a collection of shoes, trainers, sandals and boots. Examine the soles and select ones to wear in the snow. Encourage the chn to say why they would be good. Take rubbings of their soles with thick wax crayons and newsprint paper. (PS2, 5, 9)
	Images of Winter scenes

Close up pictures of snowflakes

A snowflake Christmas decoration

A collection of shoes, trainers, sandals and boots, 
wax crayons, newsprint paper.

	LC10: Where do animals go during the winter?

· Invite the children to look at some pictures of birds in the winter time. There might be some with snow around them, or birds feeding from seed feeders. What do birds eat and drink. Talk about how it is hard for birds to get worms and bugs out of the ground when it is frozen. Ask the children whether they think it is easy for the birds to find food and water in the winter? How can we help? Let the children make suggestions. Show the children the bird feeders. Help them to fill them with the bird seed. Take the feeders, seeds and water outside. Show the children the bird table. What could we put on here? And where could we hang the feeders? Do the children know why the bird table is off the ground and why we hang the feeders up? Talk about how the birds might get caught by a cat if they were busy eating these things from the ground. Encourage the children to check the feeders and table each day and top them up. Show them how to watch quietly to see if any birds come. Take come pictures to make a book about how to look after birds in winter. (PS5, 8, 11)
· Read ‘Cuddly Dudley by Jez Alborough – a story about a penguin in the snow. Talk about brothers and sisters. How would the chn feel if they were Dudley? (PS5, 10)

· Make a collection of picture books and images of animals which live in snowy areas. Talk to the chn about the animals and how they adapt to cold climates. Use this as an opportunity to further discuss hibernation and migration – recap back to discussions from LC7. Make jigsaws from greetings cards which depict animals such as penguins and polar bears. Encourage chn to work collaboratively to complete their puzzles. (PS8)
	Pictures of birds in winter

A simple bird table

Small bowl

Jug of water

Bird seed

Bird feeders
Cuddly Dudley by Jez Alborough

picture books and images of animals which live in snowy areas

	LC11: How do we keep warm in Winter?

· Look at ways to keep warm in winter. Have a selection of warm clothes and ask the children which bit of their body they keep warm (gloves-hands, scarf-neck etc). How do Inuit people keep warm?  (PS4, 5, 13, 14)
· Talk about the importance of looking after clothes properly; hanging coats on pegs, keeping shoes and socks in pairs etc. Begin an ‘I can… chart with each child. Challenges to include: fastening shoes, putting on gloves, folding clothes etc. Ensure all children are able to record some I cans within their own learning journey book. Provide opportunities for chn to practice by having a winter dressing up area. Include mittens, scarves and hats. Who can dress themselves for an imaginary Winter walk? (PS11)

· Tell the chn about people who help us when the weather is icy, such as the men who drive gritting lorries through the night so that people can travel safely in the morning. (PS3)

· Make hot chocolate and share together after a winter walk or outside play.  (PS1, 2, 8)
	Examples of winter clothing.
Ingredients for hot chocolate

	LC12 & 13: Reflection and Presentation: The Weather Day

Bringing it all together – planning a winter fair

· Making winter soup

· Making decorations

· Making salt dough fridge magnets

· Preparing games to play at the winter fair e.g. winter wishing well, pin the nose on the snowman (collage), Guess the number of white bonbons (snowballs) in a jar, throwing snowballs (table tennis balls into a bucket), find the treasure game

· Write a group poem that explains how the weather is used.

· Learn new songs about different weather types for an assembly

· Collaborate to make a group collage and assembly to show what we have learned about the weather so far.
	Resources as necessary for The Weather Day inc: ingredients and materials see seasons book

	LC14: Christmas Activities: 2 days
· Letters to Santa

· Christmas tree decorations

· Christmas cards

· Calendars – link to showing what we have learned about weather and seasons


	


