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EYFS Medium Term Planning    Enhancing & Extending Spaces for Play        Term: Autumn    PLC: What is the weather like?


	Unique Child     Positive Relationships    Enabling Environments
	Things to care about
	Learning & Development Focus/Objective

                                                                                                 
	Resources

Links
	ICT Cross Curricular Opportunities
Resources/ Links

	
	1.1 Child Development

Each area of development is equally valued and important.

Each child is valued as an individual.

1.2 Inclusive Practice

Open door policy in practice – parents are valued as partners

Visual timetable, opportunities for all children to be actively challenged

1.3 Staying Safe

Safeguarding Children and behaviour policy in place and adhered to.

1.4 Health and well being

Safe and secure environment, health eating is promoted at all times.

2.1 Positive Relationships.

Staff act as good role models and use positive language at all times

2.3 Supporting Learning

Weekly planning meetings to ensure provision of appropriate adult and child initiated activities are implemented. 

3.1 Observation, Assessment and Planning

Observation is part of daily routine, IEP’s in place. Flexible planning. Individual journeys updated regularly.

3.3 The Learning Environment

Free choice of available resources, these are clearly labelled and visible. Cont. Prov areas provided both indoors and outdoors

3.4 The Wider Context

Parents informed via curriculum newsletter. Visits/Visitors from the local and wider communities planned
	Knowledge and Understanding of the World
	1. Investigate objects and materials by using all of their senses as appropriate.

2. Find out about, and identify, some features of living things, objects and events they observe.

3. Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.

4. Ask questions about why things happen and how things work.

5. Build and construct with a wide range of objects, selecting appropriate resources, and adapting their work where necessary. 

6. Select the tools and techniques they need to shape, assemble and join materials they are using.

7. Find out about and identify the uses of everyday technology and use communication technology and programmable toys to support their learning.

8. Find out about past and present events in their own lives, and in those of their families and other people they know.

9. Observe, find out about and identify features in the place they live and the natural world.

10. Find out about their environment, and talk about those features they like and dislike.

11. Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people.


	RE SoW:
Noah’s Ark

Science LCP:

Unit 9 – Water

Unit 5 – Plants

Unit 6 – Clothes

Unit 11 – Wind Toys
	Area of learning: PSED
· be confident to try new activities and initiate new ideas for example experiment with writing and painting using a computer program 

· work as part of a group, taking turns and sharing fairly for example listening to a talking story or contributing to shared writing on a computer 

· select and use activities and resources independently for example listen to a taped story or use the computer as part of role play

Area of learning: CLL
· recognise some letters on a computer keyboard for example the letters in their name 

· have experience of tapes, pictures, animations, talking stories, a variety of texts, music CDs, digital camera, video and TV 

· understand that some text or symbols have meaning for example the words for different colours from a word bank 

· understand the terms on and off 

· observe and talk about the use of ICT in familiar environments 

Area of learning: MD
· understand and sort objects by a given criteria for example size 

· collect data to make a table 

· understand that data can be presented graphically for example as a pictogram or tick chart 

· understand directional language such as forward, left, backward, turn for example to control a toy or pixie or Roamer 

· can count objects on a computer screen 

Area of learning: KUW
· use a word processor with a word bank 

· select and drag objects and tools 

· use the mouse to click and point accurately 

· be aware of simple switches in household appliances 

· understand and use the mouse with a degree of hand eye co-ordination 

· observe and talk about the use of ICT in familiar environments 

Area of learning: CD
· use a painting program to create a picture that the child can talk about 

· create a scene on the computer for example, using Tizzy’s Tools 

· know that sounds and music can be created and played for example on computers, CD players and tape recorders 

Area of learning: PD
· understand and use the mouse with a degree of hand / eye co-ordination 

· drag or highlight an item on the screen using the correct mouse button 

· see that moving the mouse moves the pointer on the screen 

	
	
	
	1. 
	ICT Skills

Term 1: 

· General Technological Awareness

· Developing Mouse Skills

Term 2:

· Text and Multimedia

· Images, Video & Animation
	


	Possible experiences, opportunities, activities inside and outside
	Resources

	LC1 and LC2: How do we find out what the weather will be like today?

· Sing the weather song. Begin the activity by either gathering the children together by a window or standing together outside. Talk to the chn about the weather we have had recently. Talk about what the weather is like that day. Then gather them together inside with the pictures of different weather conditions that you have collected and sit down to talk about what each type of weather is called and what its characteristics are. Encourage them to talk about whether the weather is sunny, frosty, foggy, rainy/wet, snowy, windy, cloudy. Describe the features of each type of weather e.g. on foggy days it is difficult to see, it is wet and cold; on rainy days we need to wear special clothes or carry umbrellas to keep ourselves dry. Ask the children if they can recall what the weather was like yesterday and the day before, and the day before that. This is likely to prove difficult so explain that they are going to make a weather chart so that they can record and see what the weather is like every day they are at school for the next two, three or four weeks. Explain that the weather chart and symbols are going to be fixed up in a particular place in the classroom. Tell them that each day two or three people will be chosen to check what the weather is like outside and to draw a symbol(s) onto the chart in the correct square for that day. The people on weather duty will also have other tasks to do: Check a rain gauge (these need to be made this week in preparation for other activities as part of the PLC) to see if any/how much rain has fallen overnight (or over the weekend on Mondays) and record what they found out on a chart, Take the thermometer outside to find out whether it measures cold/warm/hot etc. and record what they found out on a chart, Hold a small flag outside to see if there is enough wind to move it, Report back to the class on what they found out about the weather that day. (K2, 3)

· Every day talk about the kind of weather we are having and change the class weather chart as appropriate. If the weather is changeable throughout the day, adjust weather charts appropriately to support the chn realising that the weather can change quickly. (K2, 3)

· Investigate whether ‘weather sayings’ are true. Possibilities to test include ‘Red sky at night, shepherd’s delight. Red in the morning, shepherd’s warning’; ‘Rain before seven, Fine by eleven’; (K3)

· Provide a selection of boxes, glues tapes, papers, pens, crayons and chalks for chn to choose their own materials to make a television with a weather forecast. Use the television for role play. (K5, 6)

· Make a collection of weather symbols. Challenge the chn to make new ones (e.g. kite for wind). Use the symbols to record the weather at the end of each day. (K3)

· Make a weather wheel with each child. Encourage them to draw their own symbols for the different weathers and to use them each day to record the weather. (K3)
	LCP Unit 9 Activity 4

LCP Unit 6

Weather song from Tinder-box/ CBeebies.

Selection of boxes, glues tapes, papers, pens, crayons and chalks
Plastic bottles and labels for making own rain gauges

Card circles, split pins and weather symbols, example weather wheel pre-made

	LC3: How does the weather change throughout the year?

· With the children in groups of 6 or 8, discuss the photographs, talk about them, looking at similarities and differences, making observations on what these might mean e.g., different times of year. What can you see here? Snow, rain, clouds, sun, blowing, frosty, icy, dry, wet, bare, buds, leaves, flowers, green, orange, red, brown, grass, mud, soil, dust, rainbow, umbrella, shadows, puddles, boots, sandals, coats, short. Using the comments and observations made, begin to organise the photos into seasons then to organise the seasons into their sequence. What does the weather look and feel like in each season? Invite the children to discuss their favourite season and to make a picture to illustrate it. These can then be displayed with appropriate captions either scribed for or attempted by the children, perhaps alongside the photographs used as the stimulus. (K2, 3, 9)
· Allow opportunities for chn to extend the above activity at an independent level through sorting clothes/activities for each of thee four seasons. Can the chn sequence them correctly into months of the year? (K2, 3, 9)

· Make salt dough with the children. Invite them to explore the modelling material, manipulating and experiencing to their satisfaction. Smell it, discuss how its appearance has changed, talk about the textures before and after cooking, how it handles. According to the season, make a selection of seasonal shapes, decorate appropriately and encourage children to write a selection of seasonal words to display with the models. (K1, 6)
	LCP Unit 5 Activity 2 & 5

A series of photographs of different seasons, some of the same place, some of others but all showing distinct aspects of each season
Recipe and ingredients for salt dough.

	LC4: How do we know when it is Summer?

· On a sunny day encourage chn to investigate how shadows are made. Allow chn to take objects outside to investigate shadows. Include objects with holes in them e.g. sieves, colanders or plant pots for interest. How does the shadow change as the object is turned? Reinforce safety aspect of never looking directly at the sun. (K2, 3, 4, 9)

· Make sunlight catchers. Give each child a circle of white card (15cm in diameter) Provide shiny paper, metallic ribbons, glitter glue and sheets of cellophane/acetate to stick on to the circles. When dry, hang the catchers in a sunny window. Encourage the chn to describe the colours reflected in the sun. (K3)
· Use weather as an opportunity to talk about the needs of growing plants. Reinforce the names of the parts of a flower – petals, leaves, stem. Explain that although these can be different colours and shapes in different plants, the names of the parts stay the same. Observe what happens to a flowering plant when placed on a sunny windowsill. Help chn to notice how the plants grow towards the light. What happens to cut flowers if they are left out of water? Place some white flowers in a mixture of water and food colouring and leave overnight. What do the chn notice? Maintain and look after the plant throughout the year, observing changes that happen to it over time.(K2, 3, 9)
	Circle of white card (15cm in diameter), shiny paper, metallic ribbons, glitter glue and sheets of cellophane/acetate.
White flowers, examples of plants.

	LC5: What is a Harvest Festival?

· Closely observe a range of common vegetables and fruits. Sort according to shape and colour. (K1, 2, 3)

· Make own salt dough and investigate the properties of dough, developing the language to describe observations. Use salt dough to make models of common fruits and vegetables. (K1, 3)

· Bake some harvest bread. Encourage chn to describe what they see, smell and where appropriate, taste. Check for chn with allergies or that may have a celiac disease. (K2, 3)
	Ingredients for salt dough
Variety of fruit and vegetables 

yeast, milk, strong flour, salt.

	LC6: Who climbed up the waterspout?

· Investigate what is the best filling for making a rainshaker. Talk about the way the rain falls at a variety of speeds and sometimes sounds loud, other times quiet. Place a few pieces of rice in a tub. Invite a child to shake it as if the rain was falling heavily. Does it sound like heavy rain? What would happen if more rice is put into the tub? Ask a child to try. Explain that today the chn are going to make rainshakers to use when they sing songs that have rain in them. Invite small groups to select the materials they want for their shaker. Once they are content that it makes their desired sound, tape the lids on tightly. Provide stickers to decorate their shakers. When all shakers are complete use them whilst singing a song that mentions the rain e.g. Incy, Wincy Spider or I hear thunder. (K1, 2)

· Investigate the best way to make rain in the water tray. Compare sieves, watering cans and plastic containers with holes punched in a variety of sizes. Which makes the largest drops? Which sound like rain on a very wet day? (K3, 4)

· Make rainy day pictures by painting on wet paper. Talk about what happens to the paint. (See also Cr Dev STP) (K4, 5)

· Enjoy sharing the story of Noah’s Ark. Make models of the animals that went into the ark. Use for reinforcing MD link, counting in2’s. (K6, 11)

· Use a digital camera to take photos of clouds over a week. Compare the shapes, sizes and colours of the clouds. (K3, 7)

· Talk about puddles. Where do they go? Draw around a puddle with chalk and observe how it changes throughout the day.  Use this as an opportunity to explore reflection. (K3, 4)
· Investigate helping Weather Ted to keep clean, warm and dry (K1, 2, 4)

· Investigate making clouds in a glass. Place the ice into the metal dish. Pour a small amount of warm water into the bottom of the glass. Wait until the dish is really cold. Then place it on top of the glass. Encourage the chn to observe carefully and notice how a 'cloud' forms near the top of the glass. Explain that this is the way clouds form in the real world. Warm, moist air like that in your glass is cooled (your ice). When it is cooled it condenses into tiny water droplets, which appear as clouds. (K1, 2, 4, 9)
· Make a rainbow. Look at the pictures of rainbows and talk about them. Invite the children to remember any they have seen what was the weather like? Talk about the colours; explain you are going to try to make a rainbow together. As you do this, talk it through with the children, carefully explaining each step, encouraging questions. Half fill the dish with the water, then place the mirror in the water so it slopes back, and fix it to one end of the dish with the plasticine or blu-tak. Holding the torch near the mirror, shine it on the part of the mirror under the water. If you hold the piece of paper above the torch, a rainbow should appear on the paper – you may need to move or tilt the torch a bit to help it appear. You can show the children this way that the effect of the water on the white light is to split it into the colours from blue to red, this is what happens when it rains on a sunny day. Invite them to try making a rainbow themselves, allowing them as long as they need.  Alternatively, place a glass on a flat sheet of white paper in front of a sunny window. Encourage chn to look carefully to see how the colours of the rainbow are reflected onto the paper.(K1, 2, 4, 9)
	Small plastic bottles/ tubs with lids, range of fillings e.g. rice, lentils, match sticks; stickers & masking tape.
LCP Unit 6 Activity 4

A clear glass or similar see-through container, Warm water, Ice, Metal or foil dish

Pictures of rainbows. A shallow dish, a mirror, a jar of water, a torch, a sheet of white paper, plasticine or blu-tak.


	LC7: How are the trees changing?

· Begin by talking about autumn, how trees change and what other signs there are. Take the chn for a walk around the playground/local area to look and collect for signs of autumn e.g.:  acorns, conkers, twigs with no leaves. Look under stones. Are there any minibeasts? Briefly discuss what happens to some creatures which hibernate such as squirrels and frogs. (Chn in nursery have experienced observing changes from tadpole to frog during the spring and summer term). Introduce chn to the words 'deciduous, evergreen, berries, sticky buds and conkers. Take photographs and make close observational drawings of autumn signs we see. (K1, 2)
· Show chn pictures of trees common to the local area/ school grounds. Discuss what the leaves on two of the trees look like. Go outside and try to find leaves for the two trees. Inside use coloured chalks make close observational drawings of the leaves. In a well ventilated area, away from the chn, spray the complete pictures with hair spray to prevent smudging. (K2, 3)

· Prepare a collection of ‘half leaf’ templates (see PSED plans) and some folded pieces of A4 paper in a range of Autumn colours. Show the chn how to lay the template along the paper fold. Draw around it and cut along this line to make a complete leaf. Add them to the collaborative display – see PSED. Make links with concept of symmetry for M.Dev. (K2)

· Observe and explore collections of seeds and pips. Discuss what they will grow into if they were planted. (K2, 3) Plant bulbs in preparation for Spring. (K1, 2)

· Collect sycamore seeds. Encourage chn to drop them and to observe and describe how the fall. Make paper gyros and observe how they spin like sycamore seeds. (K4, 5, 6)

· Use a variety of natural materials such as fir cones, hazelnut cases or twigs to make models. Incorporate some commercial materials e.g. feathers, sequins or pipe cleaners to add extra features. As the chn work, talk about the materials they are using. Where did they come from? (K1, 2, 5, 6)
	http://www.sebastianswan.org.uk/autumn/bkau.html
gloves and bags for collating Autumn signs.

Leaf templates halved

Variety of Autumn seeds/ pips

fir cones, hazelnut cases or twigs
feathers, sequins or pipe cleaners

	LC8: What does it feel like when the wind blows?

· Explain that wind is moving air. Encourage the chn to realise that although wind cannot be seen we can see what the wind does. Take the chn outside or look through windows to see what the wind can move. (K3, 4, 9)

· On a windy day go for a safe walk outside around the school. Take streamers made from pieces of ribbon. Encourage chn to investigate how the wind blows the streamers. Hang up some of the streamers so they can be observed regularly. Investigate which are the windiest places around school. Repeat this on different days to see whether the places are always windy. (K1, 2, 3, 4, 9)

· Paint pictures to illustrate the Beaufort Scale. Explain that the scale shows how windy it is. Describe how on a day when there is no wind the smoke from a chimney rises straight up and that this is Force 0. Invite a child to peg 0 on the line. Explain other wind forces from the scale and peg up their strength numbers. Tell the chn that over the week each child will be able to paint a picture to illustrate one of the force numbers. (K3)

· Investigate whether clothes dry best on a windy or snowy day. Involve the chn in washing dolls clothes and pegging them on a line on a windy day. Repeat this with the identical clothes on a sunny day. Before investigating encourage the chn to predict which method will be best and why? (K3, 4)

· Show the chn shop bought wind chimes. Help chn to realise that the longest tubes make the lowest sounds. Provide materials such as plastic and card tubes in a variety of sizes, metal spoons and pieces of wood to hang outside on a windy day. Encourage the chn to notice how the wind shakes the wind chimes to make a sound. (K3, 4, 5)
	LCP Unit 11 Wind Toys
Home made streamers/ wind spirals
A3 sized white/grey paper, paints, brushes, words  mentioned in the Beaufort scale, washing line and pegs with numerals 0-12
Wind chime, plastic/ card tubes, metal spoons and wood pieces

	LC9: What colours and patterns can you see in Winter?

· In the local grounds observe signs that Winter is coming/ has come. What can we see that tells us Jack Frost has visited? Show chn that some trees no longer have leaves. Look under stones for any remaining minibeasts. Look for birds and talk about ones which flown away until Spring. (K1, 2)

· Use digital cameras to pick out and record wintry scenes. Use these as part of the big book made in CLL. (K1, 2, 7, 9)

· Observe frost patterns in icing sugar. Mix approx 8 tsps of icing sugar with 2tsps of water to make a runny paste. Model how to spread the paste over a sheet of card with a thick paint brush. Dip the end of a matchstick into the food colouring and make small dots on the icing. Tell the chn to observe closely how the dots spread out to become spidery, frost patterns. Explain that they are like the patterns that we see in frost on wintry mornings. Encourage the chn to describe what they notice. (K3, 9)
· Ask the chn to retell the story of Jolly Snow by Jane Hissey from the pictures. Make snow storms from small transparent plastic bottles of water. Investigate whether adding sugar, salt, soap powder, desiccated coconut or glitter makes the most realistic snow. Use clear tape to stick a snowy landscape from a winter holiday brochure to the back of the bottle. (K3, 4)

· Explore (14) different white textures e.g. talc, flour, cotton wool, salt, sugar etc. using all of their senses.  Describe, using as many different adjectives as possible.  Cover paper circles (‘snowballs’) so that there are 2 of each texture. Game - each child chooses a snowball & must find the matching one. Display afterwards using the children’s descriptive words (K1)
	Icing sugar, tsp, bowl, water, card, thick paint/paste brush, matchsticks, food colouring.
Transparent plastic bottles, sugar, salt, soap powder, desiccated coconut or glitter

Flour, salt, sugar, icing sugar, cotton wool, doily, rice, talc, plastic bag (shredded), tissue paper, wool, paper plate rim, net, shaving foam

	LC10: Where do animals go during the winter?

· Make and use bird feeders, cakes and biscuits see PSED planning (K5)

· Use cornflour modelling dough – Explore what happens as the mixture is made, discuss changes. Use the modelling clay to make imaginary snow models. Encourage chn to make these flat so that they will harden easier and can be decorated by using paint. (K1, 3)

· Freeze small objects in bowl of water – Lego, small world animals etc. Chn investigate the best tools for getting the objects out. (K1, 4)

· Do an experiment to see whether everything freezes – try plasticine, ketchup, jam and other household objects. (K1, 3, 4)
· Use a globe to talk about the North and South Poles. Identify differences between our local environment and arctic lands. (K9)
· Look at books about the Inuit people. ((K2, 3, 9, 11)

· Why are polar bears white? Explore why the ability to change color with the seasons is so important to animals. Find out the names of animals whose colours change with the seasons, such as the snowshoe hare, polar bear, white-tailed deer, and horned owl, compile a list of these creatures. What colours are these animals’ coats in winter? In summer? Describe each animal’s natural habitat. Identify their predators. Collect information and ideas about how camouflage makes a difference for predators and their prey. (K3, 9)
· Make an iceberg by freezing an ice cream container, balloons, and rubber gloves of water. Float the ice in a water tray. Encourage the chn to observe how the ice floats and melts. Maintain interest in the activity by adding colour.(K3, 4)
· Use junk modelling equipment to construct 3D penguin models. (K5, 6)
	2 cups salt
1 cup cornflour

1 cup warm water

Mix ingredients in a pan over low heat, stirring until mixture becomes firm

Ice bags and various shaped containers, large jelly moulds
Junk modelling resources

	LC11: How do we keep warm in Winter?

· This activity needs to be carried out over two sessions. Begin by observing the jug of cold water. Let the children put their hands in it, pour it into other jugs. Talk about what water does, how it moves, what it feels like. What do they think would happen to the water if we put it in the freezer? Help the children to pour the water into the ice cube trays and other containers. If there is a freezer at the setting, help the children to put the containers in it.  (K3, 4)

· In a following session, invite the children to look at the containers. What has happened to the water? It has turned to ice. Why has it frozen? How is ice different from water? Help the children to tip the ice out of the containers onto a large tray. Let them explore the feel and shape of the ice. What will happen to the ice now it is out of the freezer? Some of the ice shapes are bigger than others. Which ones will melt first? Leave the ice shapes in the tray. Let the children come back to the ice every so often and talk with them about what they see. Did the bigger or smaller shapes melt first? Record the process on a digital camera and let them sequence the pictures. Extend the experiment by adding salt to some of the ice cubes, or warm water. Do they melt more quickly? (K3, 4, 7)

· Invite the children to look at the pictures of igloos and the Inuit people. Explain to the children that the Inuit people live in towns like us, but some of them go out onto the snow and ice to hunt for food. When they do this they might build an igloo to protect them from the cold. Show the children how the igloo is made from large blocks of ice. Challenge the chn to choose a small world character first; can they build an igloo that the character will fit into? Let them explore the Lego, blocks and boxes. Which do they think would fit together well to make an igloo? Help them to choose which construction material they would like to use, and let them have a go at building an igloo. An igloo is a bit like a cave, so have they got an opening to go in and out of? Does it go straight up or curve over. Is that easy to do with the boxes? Have fun trying out different ideas. When they are finished, find a small world figure to go inside them. (K5, 6)
· Read ‘The little black cat’ (skeleton series –Ahlberg) & discuss why it’s difficult to find a white skeleton in snow/a black cat in a dark cellar. Talk about how winter evenings are dark. Discuss what sorts of clothes are easy to see in the dark. Show chn a range of reflective items which cyclists might wear to be easily visible. Choose 2 children to put on coats (1 light coat & 1 dark). Again turn off lights. Which one can they see best? Why? Discuss bright uniforms, reflectors, cats’ eyes both natural & made etc. Activity Sheet – children to colour 6 coats different colours using crayons. Apply a black wash (wax resist). Which coat can they see best/least? Why? (K1, 4)

· Make a winter washing line: Talk to the chn about how they would describe their Winter clothes. What sorts of clothes are fluffy, soft, smooth, waterproof, shiny or warm? Provide each child with a pre-cut shape and encourage them to decide which word would best describe that garment, e.g. a jumper might be fluffy and a coat smooth. This word is going to be the theme of their individual collage as they select materials with which to cover their shape.  Constantly reinforce the chosen adjective. Which of the materials on the table could be described in this way?
	LCP Unit 9 Activity 5
Ice cube trays, balloons, rubber gloves or any other fun receptacle for freezing water in

Jug of  cold water with other empty jugs

Water aprons

A large tray

Freezer

Pictures of igloos, Inuit people, and pictures showing Inuit people living in towns in houses like ours.

Lego bricks, wooden bricks, large cardboard boxes

A variety of collage materials. Pre-cut shapes of winter garments on thin card approx A4 in size.

	LC12 & 13: Reflection and Presentation: The Weather Day

Bringing it all together – planning a winter fair

· Making winter soup

· Making decorations

· Making salt dough fridge magnets

· Preparing games to play at the winter fair e.g. winter wishing well, pin the nose on the snowman (collage), Guess the number of white bonbons (snowballs) in a jar, throwing snowballs (table tennis balls into a bucket), find the treasure game

· Write a group poem that explains how the weather is used.

· Learn new songs about different weather types for an assembly

· Collaborate to make a group collage and assembly to show what we have learned about the weather so far.
	Resources as necessary for The Weather Day inc: ingredients and materials see seasons book

	LC14: Christmas Activities: 2 days

· Letters to Santa

· Christmas tree decorations

· Christmas cards

· Calendars – link to showing what we have learned about weather and seasons


	


