Created by Kerry Moody
EYFS Medium Term Planning    Enhancing & Extending Spaces for Play        Term: Spring    PLC: What can I see at night?

	Knowledge and Understanding of the World
	Learning & Development Focus/Objective

                                                                                                 
	Resources

Links
	ICT Cross Curricular Opportunities

Resources/ Links

	
	1. Investigate objects and materials by using all of their senses as appropriate.

2. Find out about, and identify, some features of living things, objects and events they observe.

3. Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.

4. Ask questions about why things happen and how things work.

5. Build and construct with a wide range of objects, selecting appropriate resources, and adapting their work where necessary. 

6. Select the tools and techniques they need to shape, assemble and join materials they are using.

7. Find out about and identify the uses of everyday technology and use communication technology and programmable toys to support their learning.

8. Find out about past and present events in their own lives, and in those of their families and other people they know.

9. Observe, find out about and identify features in the place they live and the natural world.

10. Find out about their environment, and talk about those features they like and dislike.

11. Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people.


	RE SoW

Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus: Special Places – see separate planning sheet
	Dress an astronaut for Space

http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/k-4/playandlearn/dress-me-for-space.html 

http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/58/features/F_Apollo_35th_Anniversary.html 

Links to Apollo 11 and the first moon landing

http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/july/21/newsid_2635000/2635845.stm 
http://www.kidsastronomy.com/ 

Find out about the planets

Find out about stars

http://www.thecraftycrow.net/2009/07/starry-starry-night.html 

Pictures of Yuri Gagarin downloaded from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/exploration/missiontimeline/vostok1.shtml 

http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/StarChild/planet_go.pl to put the planets in correct order in the Solar System

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/#/lb/spacepirates/spacepiratesgame to play games with the Space Pirates

http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html to play games with Lecky, e.g. count with Lecky, dress Lecky or Lecky’s friends.



	
	1. 
	ICT Skills

Developing Mouse Skills

Developing keyboard skills

Using a tape recorder

Using 2animate – Purple Mash 


	


	Possible experiences, opportunities, activities inside and outside
	Resources
	Evaluation & Next Steps

	LC1 and LC2: What can we find beyond the sky? What’s in Space and how will we get there?



	· Discuss journeys into space. What is in space? Planets, suns, moons. What does it feel like to be in space? No air, no water, no gravity. Why do we want to travel into space? Very briefly review where people have sent rockets and probes in space – which planets. (K8, 9)
· Chn look at features of a rocket and how the design contributes to its ability to penetrate the atmosphere. Chn work collaboratively to design and construct a big rocket for use in role play in the outdoor area. (K2, 4, 5, 6)
· Chn talk briefly about the history of space travel, concentrating on the space ‘firsts’ including the story of Able and Baker, the first living creatures to survive a space flight. Chn discuss and order events using pictures of space travel events. They discuss what people need to be able to survive in space and find out about Yuri Gagarin, the first man in space.
	Pictures of rockets, including the inside of command modules, PVA glue, paints & brushes, scissors, wide brown sticky tape, yellow, orange and red tissue paper, varnish,5 strong cardboard boxes of similar size, 7 large sheets of thin card, 3 plastic tubs, newspaper, wallpaper paste (or flour & water paste)
Pictures of Yuri Gagarin/ Virtual tour and letters from NASA
	· 

	LC3: Which planet do we live on? What makes Earth special?


	· Talk about how the Earth turns to create day and night. Find out about and draw pictures of animals and people that are awake during the night. (K2)
· Use travel brochures to make a display of pictures that show features on the Earth such as mountains, hills, seas and deserts. (K2, 9)

· Look at images to show the Earth in space. Explain that is one of nine planets in the Solar System. (K9)
	Non-fiction texts about nocurnal animals
Travel brochures

Satellite images of the Earth
	

	LC4: What would it be like to visit the moon? 


	· Chn prepare to take the big class rocket to the moon! They study the conditions on the moon – temperature, gravity, lack of air etc. and compare the moon with earth. Chn write lists of items required for a journey to the moon. (K9)

· Talk about how we see the moon because it reflects sun light. Investigate what is darkness by creating black boxes from shoe boxes and hiding a range of objects and materials into the box. Discuss what can be seen by looking through a small hole in the box. Discuss different ways of making it possible to see more in the box: making the hole bigger, taking off the lid, shining a torch into it. Give the children an opportunity to try out range of their ideas. Which was the most successful method for getting light into the box? (K1, 2)

· Explore and make a record of the phases of the moon. Ask the chn to look out for the moon each night or morning and to record its shape. (K3)
· Chn use ICT resources to explore the moon landing and discuss the absence of atmosphere (air and weather) on the moon, which allows footprints to stay intact. Describe the first walk on the Moon. Explain that the astronauts placed a flag on the Moon to celebrate. Provide materials from which chn can select items to make own flags as an enhancement in the role play area. Chn make footprints in sand, then erase prints by blowing and by dripping water (K5)
· Talk about the use of parachutes in some space missions, for taking parts of the rocket back to Earth safely. Make parachutes from 20-30 cm squares of tissue paper/ plastic bag with taped on thread attached to small world figures/ weights. Investigate which parachutes falls the slowest. (K3, 4)
· Use a range of non-fiction books to find pictures of animals that can be seen on a moon-lit night – refer to previous work on nocturnal animals. Use finger paints and black paper to create pictures of owls etc. (K2)
	Shoe boxes, black paint, objects for investigating, torches
Images showing the phases of the moon, diaries for recording own phases of the moon pictorially

Images of animals that could be seen at night, black paper
	

	LC5: What are stars? Which star is the most important for our planet?


	· Use non-fiction books and the internet to find out information about stars to answer the LC question. (K4, 9)

· Explore and find out about constellations. Use images to create own constellation patterns. AIA: Show the chn a picture of the Plough constellation. What do you think it looks like? Explain that on a clear night the stars can be seen in the sky to make up the Plough pattern. Look at other star constellations. How many stars make up the shapes/ patterns? What does the shape/ pattern look like/ remind them of? Tell the chn that they are going to make their own constellation patterns using up to 10 stars and connecting these together using art straws. Talk about the shapes they might like to try. As a group, model creating a boat, house or hat shape. Then provide chn with appropriate resources to create their own constellations independently. Encourage the chn to give their constellations names and use the activity as an opportunity to talk about the job of an astronomer and how a telescope enables us to see things in the sky which are a long way away. (K9)

· Grow cress in the light and the dark to demonstrate the importance of the Sun for plants. (K1)
· Investigate how to make shadows by blocking light. What shapes can hands make? What do they look like? (K1, 2)Talk about solar power. Provide opportunity and resources for chn to explore and ask questions about how a variety of solar power resources work. (K7)

· Using the Star Biscuits recipe (see resources) the chn make star-shaped biscuits and decorate them with yellow icing.  Study the changes in the ingredients as you mix the biscuit dough and make the icing. The flour is dry but when we mix it with the margarine it becomes soft and damp. Talk about the weights and measures, e.g. The flour is heavier then the margarine. (K1, 3) Links with PSRN
	Non-fiction texts about stars.

Images of star constellations including the Plough, Shiny stars, white art straws and black paper.

Fast growing seeds e.g. cress
Torches, dark area, projector

Varity of solar powered resources e.g. calculator, garden lights
	

	LC6: What would it be like to live on a different planet?


	· Using an Animated Tale, ‘The Baby in the Rocket’, chn are introduced to the solar system and the planets. They discuss the different planets and choose one to draw and study Look at pictures/ satellite images of the planets in the Solar System and use these to talk briefly about their characteristics. (K3, 9)
· Using Space Fact Cards, chn take turns to choose a card & share some facts about that planet with the rest of the group. Together put planets in order from sun, using mnemonic. OR: Play Planet Trumps (K9)

· Chn focus on the planet Mars - its atmosphere and appearance. They discuss the red dust, then create a Martian landscape using craft materials and PVA plus paint (K2, 3, 9)
· Chn work collaboratively to create a collage-type model of the solar system. They identify and discuss each planet and plot the order. (K5, 6, 9)
	Non-fiction texts about the planets, pictures of the planets

Variety of rocks, thickened red and white paint, newspaper, PVA glue, card, painting equipment, 
	

	LC7: What would an alien/ UFO look like?


	See also CD planning
· Provide boxes, pipe cleaners, collage materials and resources for joining to make aliens and UFOs. Cover some boxes with plain paper & balloons with papier mâché for main body of alien. Extra details can be added using pipe cleaners or straws with stuffed paper bags taped at the end for antennae. Scrunched up paper covered with papier mâché make good noses & protruding eyes & teeth. When dry paint in alien colours. Chn name their aliens. What would be a good name for an alien?  Pluto 3?  Gloop 2? (K2, 5, 6)
	Collage and construction materials

	

	LC8: Reflection and Presentation


	The final week of our Space Topic, chn prepare a Space Party and write invitations for their parents and siblings to join us. They also write recipes for some of the Space Party food, having read recipes and understood how to write lists and simple instructions.
· Decorate circular, plain biscuits as planets for the space party. Compare the Biscuits with images of the real planets to find similarities and differences. (K3)
· Chn cut round star, moon and rocket templates & colour these to make hanging decorations for the party. (K5)

· Chn use a Word template to create their invitations, choosing, completing and printing their favourite one.  (K7)

· Most of the foods in the party are sweet – talk about what this means. They have sugar in them. Discuss with chn why too much sugar is bad for us (poor teeth, makes us too excited or irritable, etc). Show chn the different types of sugar: dark brown (molasses), light brown, granulated, caster and icing. Look at the diff appearance of each one and feel the diff textures. Do blindfold taste test, where chn have a tiny bit on a lolly stick on their tongue. Can they tell them apart? (K1)
	Q Pootle 5 by Nick Butterworth

Resources as necessary from chn’s planning suggestions.
	


