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	EYFS Medium Term Planning    Enhancing & Extending Spaces for Play        

	Term:    Summer 5
	PLC: My Wonderful World – Dinosaurs. What amazing animals can we find in our World?


	Specific Area: Understanding the World

	Learning & Development Focus/Objective:

	Aspect
	People and communities (PC)
	The world (W)
	Technology (T)

	30-50 months:


	a) Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them.

b) Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.

c) Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends.

d) Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life.

e) Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family.

	a) Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world.

b) Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.

c) Talks about why things happen and how things work.

d) Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.

e) Shows care and concern for living things and the environment.
	a) Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player and uses remote control.

b) Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real objects such as cameras or mobile phones.

c) Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new images.

d) Knows that information can be retrieved from computers

	40-60+ months:


	a) Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines.

	a) Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.
	a) Completes a simple program on a computer.

b) Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer software.

	Early Learning Goal


	Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.

	Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.

	Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for particular purposes.

	Resources/ Links:

	ICT Skills SoW
· See separate planning sheet
Continuous Enhanced Provision
· Models of animals & insects – children to be encouraged to make a variety of animals & insects using duplo, mobilo, popoids and junk modelling resources. 
· Small world habits: Tuff Spot – farm/ jungle/ minibeasts, water tray – ocean habitats, sand – desert habitats

· Dinosaur Archaeological  Role Play Thematic area – classroom
· Sorting animals based on different criteria.

· The Archaeological Dig – Hide some fossils, keys, old coins, stones and any interesting


	Week Beg/ Learning Challenge
	Possible experiences, opportunities, activities inside and outside
	Resources
	Evaluation & Next Steps

	15.4.2013

Which animal am I? Where do I live?


	· Prior Learning: Ask chn to draw or tell you about as many animals as they can think of at the beginning of the unit. What do they eat? Where do they live? Record this information.
· WALT: name and talk about the different animals in our World. Talk to the chn about their pets. Does anyone have an animal living with them at home? How would you describe your pet?  Has anyone been to a farm? What kind of animals did you see there? Has anyone been to an aquarium/ zoo/ on safari – what animals did you see there?  Show chn a DVD/ clip/ use small world toys to ascertain chn’s current understanding of animal types. What can you tell me about their size/colour/pattern/features/body parts/ how they move/ what sounds do they make?
· Work with grps of chn to sort a collection of various toy animals. Ask children if they can sort these animals into sets or families. Work from their starting point to ask them to sort by: Habitat/Type/Size/Colour/Those who can swim/cannot swim and so on.

· Ask the children to choose a favourite animal and then find out as much as they can about it. Where does it live? What does it eat? Use CD-ROMs and reference books. Then make a page for a class animal book or a picture to stick onto animal alphabet class frieze. (Link with CLL) (W30-50b; 40-60a; ELGi, iii) 
· Animals from across the world – look at a range of animals from across the world e.g. Australia, Africa etc.  Do we have the same animals here and why not?  Look at the environments they live in and where in the world they are. Provide groups of chn with a picture of an animal and enc. chn to describe their animals and to notice similarities/ differences between animals they are describing. Play ‘What am I?’. Tell the children that you are going to be an animal and that they are going to try and find out which animal you are. Start by giving them clues – for example, ‘I have ....... legs.’ ‘I eat .......’ ‘I live in .......’ And so on. (Enc. chn to ask their own questions to identify the animals (W30-50a; 40-6a; ELGi, ii)
	DVD clips/ images/ CD Rom showing variety of animals

Small World Toys – farm, zoo, sea creatures, Noah’s Ark

Resources for creating small world habitats
Animal Snap cards/ pictures
	

	22.4.2013, 29.4.2012 and 6.5.2013

Which animals lived on Earth a long time ago?
	· Introduce the LC using a variety of stories, rhymes and non-fiction texts, ask chn to identify the dinosaurs and to learn about the names of their body parts?  Show the children pictures of dinosaurs and talk about their similarities and differences. Talk about planning a dinosaur expedition.  Would it be hot or cold?  What might we see?  Unpack the backpack and ask the children why they think each item would be useful.  Play a circle game of ‘In my backpack I will take…’  Give children backpack picture and ask them to draw all the things they will take with them. (W30-50; ELGiii)

· When? Where? How? Finding out about dinosaur facts: What dinosaurs are there? Discuss different types – Flying, 2-legged, 4-legged, meat eating, vegetarian, etc. Were there any dinosaurs that lived in the water? Look in some information books and use the contents or index pages to check. What facts can they find out about the class pet dinosaur? Chn use the books to help them explore their own particular interests about dinosaurs. Encourage chn to use the contents or index pages to make their research quicker! Look at and read information you have collected about dinosaurs. Explain to the children that they are going to create their own poster/ fact sheet about their favourite dinosaur. Invite them to draw a picture of the dinosaur and encourage them to talk about the details in their drawing. Ask children what they would like to write about their dinosaur and help them to write a simple fact in sentence form. Use a whiteboard to demonstrate writing the words, where appropriate, stressing the correct letter formation and the position of spaces between the words.LA: Invite children to write just one or two words about dinosaurs, encouraging them to think about when, where and how they lived. MA: Provide a variety of information books for children to extend their knowledge about dinosaurs HA: Encourage children to write a sentence on their own about when, where or how dinosaurs lived.(W30-50a, d; 40-60a; ELGi, ii, iii
· Tuffspot dinosaur scene – Talk to the children about different dinosaurs and where and how they lived in their natural habitat.  Look at examples in reference books.  Explain that dinosaurs need a home and that the children can create a suitable environment for them using the items provided.  Talk about the sort of home that each dinosaur would need. (W30-50a, b; ELGi, iii)
· How do we know? You will need a selection of fossils/fossil photos (see resources). How have we found out about dinosaurs even though they are extinct? Geologists and palaeontologists have discovered fossil remains in rocks in many parts of world, incl. UK. Show chn fossils; pass round so they examine them. Look at them with a magnifying glass. Chn describe what they see. Show fossil pictures. What do chn think these are remains of? Teeth? Eggs? Claws? (W ELGi, iii)
· Dinosaur land maps: Discuss where dinosaurs live. What do you think it’s like? Read Saturday Night at the Dinosaur Stomp. Where in dino land would chn like to go? Forest? Swamp? Chn imagine they’re in the balloon and describe carefully what they see, what they hear or smell as they go on their journey. Make maps, each child draws a map of dinosaur land as if looking down from the balloon (see resources for e.g.). We see lots of things at once when we look down from above – stand on a table to demonstrate. Draw some examples on the f/c for chn to see how different some things look when viewed from above. (W ELGii, iii)
	Information about dinosaurs, including fact books, fact sheets, pencils, whiteboards, paper.


	Look, listen and note
Note whether the children can recall any facts or their own knowledge about dinosaurs. Are they able to tell you any dinosaur names, what they would eat, where they lived?

Observe and assess the children’s letter formation and pencil grip. Are they able to form letters to write a sentence? Are they able to speak in a group situation?

Next steps
Encourage the children to use fact books with an adult to gain more knowledge and information. Encourage them to form letters correctly and reinforce this with different writing activities.



	13.5.2013

Why do animals have patterns? Why do some animals change colour?


	· Look at the variety of skins, coats and patterns of animals. Ask the children if they can think of reasons why, for example, elephants are grey and not pink. Classify animals according to skin — by colour and type. Then use examples of images of animal patterns and skin coverings and talk about ways in which they are similar and ways in which they are different. Explore the images and talk about how these patterns might help an animal to hide, for example, stripes will help the tiger to hide in long dry grass, spots will help the leopard to merge into its surroundings among the shadows and bright sunlight. Hide models of the animals featured in the poster in small world environments using natural materials such as straw, grass, twigs and sand. (W40-60a; ELGi)

· Provide the chn with a piece of white card cut in the shape of a chameleon/ snake. Talk about camouflage. Ask chn to colour the animal to be camouflaged against a wall, floor surface or variety of fabric pieces. When completed hide the creatures. Ask chn to find them. Which ones were hardest to find? (W3050b; ELGiii)
	Various images/ books showing animal patterns

Access to the internet, masks template photocopied onto card – 1 per child, paints, brushes, mixing palettes, pastels, chalks, tissue paper, fabrics, PVA glue.


	

	20.5.2013

Do all baby animals look the same?

Which animals make good pets?


	· Animals & their Babies – Introduce children to animals and their babies, giving information on what they are called and looking at the similarities and differences between the two.  Play a game of Animal Hide and Seek, where the adult animals make the appropriate noise and the adult animal has to find them.  Make a Baby Animal Book where children can stick the correct baby animal under the adult animal pictures. (See also CL&L MTP) (W40-60a; ELGi)
· Mini-beast hunts – Groups of children to search the outdoor area for mini-beasts and collect a few using pooters, soft brushes and bug pots.  Concentrate on where the insects are found, what they look like, how they move etc.  (See also CLL MTP/ PSED Continuous/ Enhanced Provision) (W30-50a, b, c; 40-60a; ELGi, iii)
· Use ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ or ‘Who Am I? to introduce chn to lifecycles. Chn make own lifecycle wheels. Use also small world toys for chn to sequence and talk about the lifecycles of a variety of animals/ minibeasts. (W30-50b; 40-60a; ELGi, iii)
· Dinosaurs today: Show chn some alligator & crocodile pics. What are these animals? (big lizards, reptiles) Tell chn these reptiles are prehistoric & were around millions of years ago. They are very similar creatures. How can you tell which is which? Use books and the internet (weblinks at end of plan) to find out more about their features and how they are diff.  Divide f/c in two & write Crocodile and Alligator as headings. As you read write in key words/phrases about each. (W ELGii, iii; T40-6b; ELGii)
· Where do alligators and crocodiles live? – Maps: Recap facts about crocodiles and alligators. What do chn know about where they live? (hot tropical areas: Australia, Asia, Africa, America, India). Locate these continents on a map of the world. Read out some statements for the chn to think about (see resources). Display these statements with a true or false answer. (W ELGi, ii, iii;
	Small World collections/ photos/ books showing animals and their babies.

Resources and books for introducing minibeasts and lifecycles.
	


