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	EYFS Medium Term Planning    Enhancing & Extending Spaces for Play        

	Term:    Spring 4
	PLC: Castles and Homes -  What kind of buildings can we find around the world?


	Specific Area: Understanding the World

	Learning & Development Focus/Objective:

	Aspect
	People and communities (PC)
	The world (W)
	Technology (T)

	30-50 months:


	a) Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them.

b) Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.

c) Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends.

d) Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life.

e) Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family.

	a) Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world.

b) Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.

c) Talks about why things happen and how things work.

d) Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.

e) Shows care and concern for living things and the environment.
	a) Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player and uses remote control.

b) Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real objects such as cameras or mobile phones.

c) Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new images.

d) Knows that information can be retrieved from computers

	40-60+ months:


	a) Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines.

	a) Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.
	a) Completes a simple program on a computer.

b) Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer software.

	Early Learning Goal


	Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.

	Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.

	Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use technology for particular purposes.

	Resources/ Links:

	ICT Skills SoW
· See separate planning sheet
· Invite parents to supply photographs and postcards of castles that they have visited with their children to use in a ‘Castles’ display. Use the poster to form the centre piece of the display and surround it with parents’ contributions and pictures, together with the children’s drawings and paintings of castles. Display the children’s model castles underneath (see EA&D MTP) along with a selection of model knights and horses.



	Week Beg/ Learning Challenge
	Possible experiences, opportunities, activities inside and outside
	Resources
	Evaluation & Next Steps

	25.2.2013

What kind of buildings do we live in?

What materials are used to make them?
	· Use the pictures of different types of homes. Encourage the children to think about why they are suitable for particular people or places. Help children to be aware of the materials from which the homes are made. (W40-60a; ELGi)
· Use large wax crayons and paper to make rubbings of safe, outside walls. Encourage children to use magnifiers to observe the different patterns made. Ask parents to help their child to do a rubbing at home and bring it to add to a display. (W40-60a; ELGi)
· Go on a walk around the local area or school environment to explore the different materials used to make a variety of homes. Help chn to recognise common materials and learn their names. Develop the vocabulary of materials and textures through activities which encourage the children use their senses as appropriate to explore, sort and identify the materials from which various objects and parts of homes are made. See also EYFS Science book pp 100. (W30-50b; 40-60a; ELGi, iii)
	Pictures of different types of homes
Wax crayons, paper
	

	4.3.2013 & 11.3.2013
What kind of buildings did people live in a long time ago?
	· Set up a display near the small world castle of a poster showing different castles around the world. Encourage the children to extend their interest in the different castles on this poster by close observation, discussion, referring to websites and looking at books. (W30-50a, b, c; 40-60a; ELGi, ii)
· Use the internet to search for general information about castles. Visit www.castlesontheweb.com  then search for websites to find information on the individual castles depicted on the poster. (T30-50d, 40-60b; ELGii)
· Consider how the positions of the castles on the poster affect their shape. For example, Neuschwanstein Castle was built on a high crag with little space so that it is why it has lots of tall towers. Bodiam Castle was built in a flat open area and was easy to approach so that is why it needed a wide moat for protection. Some castles are built within the walls of a town and others are on islands safely surrounded by sea. Support children in creating some similar castles and landscapes in the small world tuff tray. Ask chn o draw simple maps of the landscapes they create. (W30-50a, b, c; 40-60a; ELGi, ii)
· Talk about how when a knight is in full armour it is only possible to recognise him by his coat of arms. Each one is individually designed & passed down from father to son. Relate to school uniform, team colours etc. Use VAM site to design a class coat of arms. Using the site chn design their own coat of arms. They choose particular colours, emblems, etc to represent their family and print them out for display. (PC30-50d, e; ELGi)
· Look at the poster and make comparisons with the children’s own homes. What is the castle made of? Are the children’s houses made of big stone blocks? Do the castle windows have glass in? Do the children have drawbridges at home? (W30-50a, b, c; 40-60a; ELGi, ii)
	Castles Around the World poster, books and small world castle area.
	

	18.3.2013
How are buildings around the world similar and different?
	· Explore different images of homes from around the world and explore building materials. Encourage children to reflect upon why homes are different – resources available, terrain, weather and so on. (W40-60a; ELGi)
· Make a shared book using drawings, paintings, cut-out pictures and photographs about the children’s favourite local places and also some of the places they dislike. Talk about what they like and dislike about where you live and why. (W30-50a, e; ELGi, ii)
· Examine the shape of the windmill and encourage the children to recreate a model from recycled materials. Why are the sails long, light and thin? (W30-50a, e; ELGi, ii links with PD MH and EA&D EMM)
· Look at the shapes within the individual images on the poster, and then, with parental permission, take the children to look for shapes in buildings in your local area. Take photographs focusing on specific parts of buildings, such as a triangular gable end or circular loft window. Back at your setting, sort the printed photographs according to the main shape that they depict. (W30-50a, e; 40-60a;  ELGi, ii)
· Explain simply to the children why buildings such as those shown in the pictures need to be tall, for example, for protection, communication, visibility or due to lack of ground space. (W30-50a, e; 40-60a;  ELGi, ii)
· Look at the modern building with two towers and explain that it is the tallest building in the world. How do they think people get to the top? Create a tower building from boxes. Make a lift from a tube taped to the outside of the tower. Move small-world people up and down by pulling a smaller box suspended with string inside the tube. (W30-50a, e; 40-60a;  ELGi, ii)
	Different images of homes from around the world
Shapes in Buildings Poster

Tall Buildings Poster
	

	25.3.2013
(4 days)
What kind of garden does your home have?
	· Ask chn to describe the different homes in the story. (Jack’s cottage and the Giant’s castle). Compare the two homes and encourage the chn to use comparative language such as bigger, smaller, larger, and longer. (W30-50b; 40-600a; ELGi, iii)
· Talk about and create maps to show the different journeys Jack made: to the market; up the beanstalk; to the Giant’s Castle. (W30-50a;  ELGii)
· Grow some broad beans in clear plastic beakers. (W30-50a, b, c; ELGiii)
· Prepare a collection of safe seeds for observation, exploration, sorting and planting activities. Discuss similarities and differences, Use appropriate vocabulary to describe the different kinds. (W40-60a; ELGi)
· Enjoy planting some seeds and bulbs. (See also PSED MTP) Encourage children to take care of things they plant and to describe the changes they notice as the plants grow. (W40-60a; ELGi)
· Talk about ponds and water features often found in gardens. Provide plastic bottles and funnels for children to investigate ways to make fountains and waterfalls. Help chn to compare the way the water behaves when it is poured and when it is squeezed out of a plastic bottle. (W40-60a; ELGi)
	Small World Castle, small world cottage/house

Paper, paint, collage materials


	


