Lesson Plan - Foundation Stage
Projected date:  Oct 2007   



Age Group: Reception Class
Small or whole Group Activity: LEARNING ABOUT PUMPKINS 
Learning Intentions: KUW
· To investigate objects and living things by using all the senses (pg 86). 
· To observe, find out about and identify features in the natural world (pg 96). 
· To talk about what is seen and what is happening (pg 88). 
Cross Curricular Links:

PSED – Continued to be motivated to learn and speak in a familiar group.
CLL - Enjoy listening to and using spoken language and readily turn it in to their play. Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify what they see.

Pre-Activity Organisation: Whole pumpkin with lid cut out, scarecrow, book – Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper, additional picture sequence or EAL materials, as necessary.
Differentiation: 
Support: Model correct and appropriate language using appropriate resources and visual props for those with English as an additional language. Give time and support before responses are prompted for.  If necessary have same story book in home language, Braille or a picture sequence of the story etc. 

Extension: Should the cat and the squirrel given the duck a turn to stir the soup or not? Why? Do you think the characters have learned how to be good friends in this story? Why?

What if the duck had been in trouble in the dark, dark wood, what then?

Make pumpkin soup with the class – see attached recipe. Read the Old Woman and the Red Pumpkin as an alternative pumpkin traditional tale. Ask the children to paint a still life picture of a variety of squashes and pumpkins. Set up a traditional market stall, soup kitchen or farm shop in the role play area. Encourage the children to make price tags and labels for the food and weigh and use money to purchase it.
Key vocabulary: pumpkin, squash, seeds, soup, cabin, bagpipes, banjo, illustrator, author, word, text, happy, sad, , stirred, pipkin, salt, water, slice, scarecrow.
Key questions during the activity:

What do you think this is? (Pumpkin) What do you think it looks like inside? What are those? Have you ever seen a pumpkin, where? What are they for? What does it feel like, smell like, look like, sound like, etc.? 

What might the story might be about?
A cabin (small space or area to live in), bagpipe (A wind instrument), banjo (A plucked string instrument with a long guitar-like neck)?
Where are the pumpkins, can you see them? (Growing n the garden)
Observation and Assessment:

· Can the children investigate using all senses to find out about and identify features in the natural world?
· Can the children enjoy listening to and using spoken language and readily turn it in to their play and learning? 

Assessment:  Teacher observations, photographs and responses to open ended questions.

	Timing
	Teaching Strategies
	Children’s Activities

	5 – 10 mins

Introduce the objective of the session


	Introduce myself and ensure the children are settled on the carpet in a circle.
Hold up the pumpkin and ask the children if they know what it is. Encourage the children to talk about what they know about pumpkins: Have you ever seen a pumpkin, where? What are they for? Pass it around for closer multi sensory inspection.
Encourage children to use their senses to describe the outside of the pumpkin. What does it feel like, smell like, look like, sound like, etc.? Give praise for their responses.
Then, using the next pumpkin, remove the pumpkin's lid and have the children observe and describe the inside of the pumpkin, passing it around the circle. Encourage the children to talk about what they see, smell, touch etc. Give praise for their responses.
Tell the children a few of these pumpkin facts:

· A pumpkin is a squash, and comes from the same family as the cucumber.

· You know that you can get blue, green and white pumpkins, as well as the traditional orange ones. 

· Pumpkins originated in America.

· Pumpkins are 90 percent water.

· Pumpkins are a fruit.

· Pumpkin (pepon) means "large melon". 

· Besides being used as lanterns at Halloween, pumpkins are used to make butter, pies, custard, bread, cookies and soup. 
	Children to settle on the carpet appropriately.

Children to answer questions and pass the pumpkin around the circle.
Learning Intentions: 
· To investigate objects and living things by using all the senses. 
· To observe, find out about and identify features in the natural world 
· To talk about what is seen and what is happening. 


	10 – 15 mins
	Introducing the Story 

Introduce the title of the book and author / illustrator. Spend time talking with the children about the structure of the book. Look at front cover, back, author, illustrator, words and pictures. Ask what the story might be about.
Reading the Story 
Read the story and ask questions to enable the children talk about what is seen and what is happening. Encourage the children to make connections between the story and their real life experiences. Focus on the sequence of events and anticipation of “what happened next”.
	Children sit on carpet and listen to the story answering any questions by remembering to put their hand up and not shout out.


	5 mins
Plenary 
	Ask the children to join in with a favourite song about a scarecrow in a field of pumpkins …

When all the cows were sleeping
And the sun had gone to bed
Up jumped the scarecrow 
And this is what he said!
I'm a dingle, dangle scarecrow
With a flippy floppy hat
I can shake my hands like this
And shake my feet like that!


When all the hens were roosting
And the moon behind the cloud
Up jumped the scarecrow 
And shouted very loud…

I'm a dingle, dangle scarecrow
With a flippy floppy hat
I can shake my hands like this
And shake my feet like that!

Hold up the pumpkin and ask children with their hands up:

What is this called?

What is inside it?

What do we do with it?

What colours can they be?

What are they used for?

Are they a fruit or a vegetable?

Thank the children for all their help giving praise and positive feedback on their responses.

	Children to join in with the song and the actions. Children answer any questions, when prompted.
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Pumpkin Soup
1lb/400g Pumpkin flesh (after it has been peeled and the seeds scooped out)
You will probably need a pumpkin that weighs about 3lb/1.2kg

Ingredients:

1 Large onion peeled and chopped
8oz/200g Peeled potatoes
1½ pints/850ml of Vegetable or chicken stock (cubes are easiest)
½ pint/275ml Milk
2oz/50g Butter
Salt and freshly ground pepper to season
Optional carton of double cream or crème frais.
Saucepan, liquidiser, wooden spoon, clean hands, apron.
 Method:
1. In a large saucepan cook the chopped onion in the butter until it becomes soft and transparent.
2. Cut the pumpkin flesh into small chunks and add to the saucepan along with the potatoes. 
3. Cover the pan and cook slowly for 20 minutes until the vegetables are soft.
4. Add the stock, milk, and the salt and pepper and bring to the boil and simmer for 10 minutes.
5. Liquidise the soup until it becomes a purée then pour back into the pan and simmer without boiling.
6. Add a swirl of cream or crème frais to the soup as it is served. 
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Make a Pumpkin book
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MATERIALS

· Orange, green and yellow sugar paper 
· Dried pumpkin seeds (from a real pumpkin)
· Orange wool

· Stapler (child friendly one, if possible or else use hole punch and lace the wool)

· Glue
· Scissors
· Aprons
INSTRUCTIONS

Prior to lesson: Cut out large pumpkins from orange construction paper folded together and staple together on the left side (like a book). Cut out a green or brown stem. Cut out yellow triangle eyes, nose and mouth for a pumpkin face or ask the children to do this themselves, if they are able. 
· Give each child a pumpkin book and ask them to write their name on the back. 

· Give each child scissors and sugar paper to cut out and glue on the eyes, nose, mouth and stem on the front of the pumpkin book.

· On the inside of the pumpkin book ask the children to glue the dried pumpkin seeds and orange wool to show the inside of the pumpkin.
· To extend the activity encourage the children to write the letter ‘P’ for pumpkin on the inside of the book or make a class book.
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